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1325

Week Ending Friday, October 10, 2003

Proclamation 7711—National Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month, 2003
October 3, 2003

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Breast cancer touches the lives of many 

Americans, either directly or through the di-
agnosis of a family member or friend. We 
have made considerable progress in diag-
nosing this disease and improving treat-
ments, but we have not ended it. While over-
all death rates are declining, breast cancer 
remains the second leading cause of cancer 
deaths among women. During this 19th an-
nual National Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month, we recognize the efforts being made 
to fight breast cancer through prevention, 
early detection, and aggressive research into 
new treatments and therapies. 

Monthly self exams and mammograms are 
still the best ways to detect breast cancer at 
an early, treatable stage. The National Can-
cer Institute (NCI) and the United States 
Preventive Services Task Force agree that for 
women who are 40 or over, a mammogram 
every 1 to 2 years can greatly reduce the risk 
of dying from breast cancer. I encourage all 
women to consult with their physicians to ob-
tain appropriate screenings to help with early 
detection. 

This year in the United States, an esti-
mated 212,000 individuals will be diagnosed 
with breast cancer and an estimated 40,000 
will die of the disease. My Administration is 
committed to building on the research that 
has already advanced our knowledge of the 
causes of and possible cures for breast can-
cer. The NCI invested an estimated $564.6 
million this year in breast cancer research 
and will spend approximately $584 million 
next year. Continued research provides the 

opportunity to better understand the causes 
of breast cancer and how we can better pre-
vent, detect, and treat it. The United States 
Postal Service is also helping with the fight. 
Proceeds from the Postal Service’s Breast 
Cancer Awareness stamp go to breast cancer 
research. Since the launch of this special 
stamp, more than $33 million has been raised 
to help search for a cure. 

I urge all Americans to raise awareness of 
breast cancer by talking with family members 
and friends about the importance of screen-
ing and early detection. By educating our-
selves and working together, we will improve 
our ability to prevent, detect, treat, and ulti-
mately cure breast cancer. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim the month of Oc-
tober 2003 as National Breast Cancer Aware-
ness Month. I call upon Government offi-
cials, businesses, communities, healthcare 
professionals, educators, volunteers, and all 
the people of the United States to continue 
our Nation’s strong commitment to control-
ling and curing breast cancer. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this third day of October, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand three, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-eighth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., October 7, 2003] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on October 8. This item was not 
received in time for publication in the appropriate 
issue.
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Proclamation 7712—National 
Disability Employment Awareness 
Month, 2003
October 3, 2003

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
For Americans with disabilities, employ-

ment is vital to independence, empower-
ment, and quality of life. During National 
Disability Employment Awareness Month, 
we recognize the many contributions citizens 
with disabilities make to our society, and we 
reaffirm our commitment to helping them 
achieve their full inclusion in our workforce. 

Today, Americans with disabilities enjoy 
improved access to education, government 
services, public accommodations, transpor-
tation, telecommunications, and employment 
opportunities. The landmark Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) removed bar-
riers and enabled many individuals with dis-
abilities to find more opportunities to use 
their gifts and talents in the workplace. This 
progress has made our Nation stronger, more 
productive, and more just. People with dis-
abilities still encounter challenges, however, 
to their full participation in American society. 

In February 2001, I launched the New 
Freedom Initiative to address these chal-
lenges, to fulfill the promises of the ADA, 
and to move toward an America where all 
our citizens live and work with dignity and 
freedom. This comprehensive plan is helping 
Americans with disabilities learn and develop 
skills, engage in productive work, make 
choices about their daily lives, and participate 
fully in their communities. 

A key component of the New Freedom 
Initiative is our commitment to integrate in-
dividuals with disabilities into the workforce. 
We have made substantial progress toward 
this goal. The Department of Justice has es-
tablished an ADA Business Connection, a se-
ries of meetings between representatives of 
the business and disability communities to 

open dialogue that will promote greater un-
derstanding and increased voluntary compli-
ance with the ADA. Also, the Department 
of Health and Human Services and the Social 
Security Administration are implementing 
the landmark ‘‘Ticket to Work’’ program that 
makes it possible for millions of Americans 
with disabilities to no longer have to choose 
between having a job and receiving health 
care. And the Department of Labor has es-
tablished two national technical assistance 
centers on workforce and disability that offer 
training, technical assistance, and informa-
tion to improve access for all in the workforce 
development system. 

By working together to open doors of op-
portunity for citizens with disabilities, we can 
help fulfill the promise of our great Nation. 

To recognize the contributions of Ameri-
cans with disabilities and to encourage all 
citizens to help ensure their full inclusion in 
the workforce, the Congress, by joint resolu-
tion approved August 11, 1945, as amended 
(36 U.S.C. 121), has designated October of 
each year as ‘‘National Disability Employ-
ment Awareness Month.’’

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim October 2003 as National 
Disability Employment Awareness Month. I 
call upon government officials, labor leaders, 
employers, and all the people of the United 
States to observe this month with appropriate 
programs, ceremonies, and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this third day of October, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand three, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-eighth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., October 7, 2003] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on October 8. This item was not 
received in time for publication in the appropriate 
issue.
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Proclamation 7713—Fire Prevention 
Week, 2003
October 3, 2003

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
More than 1.7 million fires strike Amer-

ican homes, parks, and businesses each year. 
This devastation costs lives, causes injuries, 
ruins property, and disrupts businesses. 
While fires are powerful and destructive, 
many fires are preventable. During Fire Pre-
vention Week, we join with our Nation’s first 
responders to help prevent fires and ensure 
the safety of our homes and communities. 

As the official sponsor of Fire Prevention 
Week, the National Fire Protection Associa-
tion is joining forces with the Department 
of Homeland Security’s Federal Emergency 
Management Agency and the United States 
Fire Administration to emphasize the impor-
tance of being prepared to protect ourselves, 
our families, and our communities. This 
year’s Fire Prevention Week theme is ‘‘When 
Fire Strikes: Get Out! Stay Out!’’

Across our country, most fire-related 
deaths occur where people feel safest—in 
their own homes. National surveys reveal that 
most Americans underestimate the risk of 
fire in their homes and lack an emergency 
response plan. Fires can grow quickly, and 
individuals may have as few as 2 minutes to 
evacuate. Working smoke detectors give peo-
ple more time to escape fires. At least 94 
percent of American homes are equipped 
with smoke alarms, yet most home fire 
deaths happen in homes where smoke alarms 
are not working. By installing and maintain-
ing working smoke alarms on every level of 
the home, having a fire emergency response 
plan, and evacuating if the alarm sounds, 
families and individuals can be ready to re-
spond to a fire. 

This week also reminds us of the dangers 
that brave first responders face as they risk 
their lives to fight fires and protect our com-
munities, our people, and our natural re-
sources. Our fire services respond to more 
than 20 million emergency calls a year. 
Americans are grateful for their courage, 
skill, and commitment to public safety, and 

we honor the sacrifice of those who have 
been injured or killed in their efforts to pro-
tect us. Through fire safety and prevention, 
we can save lives, including those of our fire-
fighters and other first responders. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim October 5 
through October 11, 2003, as Fire Prevention 
Week. On Sunday, October 5, 2003, in ac-
cordance with Public Law 107–51, flags will 
be flown at half staff on all Federal office 
buildings in honor of the National Fallen 
Firefighters Memorial Service. I urge all 
Americans to protect their homes by install-
ing smoke detectors where needed and regu-
larly checking their existing smoke detectors. 
These small efforts will help make our com-
munities safer for all. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this third day of October, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand three, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-eighth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., October 7, 2003] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on October 8. This item was not 
received in time for publication in the appropriate 
issue.

Proclamation 7714—Marriage 
Protection Week, 2003
October 3, 2003

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Marriage is a sacred institution, and its 

protection is essential to the continued 
strength of our society. Marriage Protection 
Week provides an opportunity to focus our 
efforts on preserving the sanctity of marriage 
and on building strong and healthy marriages 
in America. 

Marriage is a union between a man and 
a woman, and my Administration is working 
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1328 Oct. 3 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003

to support the institution of marriage by 
helping couples build successful marriages 
and be good parents. 

To encourage marriage and promote the 
well-being of children, I have proposed a 
healthy marriage initiative to help couples 
develop the skills and knowledge to form and 
sustain healthy marriages. Research has 
shown that, on average, children raised in 
households headed by married parents fare 
better than children who grow up in other 
family structures. Through education and 
counseling programs, faith-based, commu-
nity, and government organizations promote 
healthy marriages and a better quality of life 
for children. By supporting responsible child-
rearing and strong families, my Administra-
tion is seeking to ensure that every child can 
grow up in a safe and loving home. 

We are also working to make sure that the 
Federal Government does not penalize mar-
riage. My tax relief package eliminated the 
marriage penalty. And as part of the welfare 
reform package I have proposed, we will do 
away with the rules that have made it more 
difficult for married couples to move out of 
poverty. 

We must support the institution of mar-
riage and help parents build stronger fami-
lies. And we must continue our work to cre-
ate a compassionate, welcoming society, 
where all people are treated with dignity and 
respect. 

During Marriage Protection Week, I call 
on all Americans to join me in expressing 
support for the institution of marriage with 
all its benefits to our people, our culture, and 
our society. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim the week of Octo-
ber 12 through October 18, 2003, as Mar-
riage Protection Week. I call upon the people 
of the United States to observe this week 
with appropriate programs, activities, and 
ceremonies. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this third day of October, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand three, and 

of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-eighth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., October 7, 2003] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on October 8. This item was not 
received in time for publication in the appropriate 
issue.

Proclamation 7715—German-
American Day, 2003
October 3, 2003

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
German-American Day celebrates more 

than 300 years of German immigration to our 
shores, beginning with the arrival of 13 Men-
nonite families from Krefeld on October 6, 
1683. Seeking a new life of freedom and op-
portunity, these immigrants settled in Penn-
sylvania and founded Germantown near the 
city of Philadelphia. On this day, we recog-
nize the contributions of those German pio-
neers, and millions of other German-Amer-
ican immigrants and their descendants, to the 
life and culture of our great Nation. 

As one of the largest ethnic groups in the 
United States, German Americans have 
greatly influenced our country in the fields 
of business, government, law, science, ath-
letics, the arts, and many others. Henry 
Engelhard Steinway and his sons founded 
Steinway & Sons in 1853. The 300,000th 
Steinway piano, the ‘‘golden grand,’’ was pre-
sented to President Franklin Roosevelt in 
1938, and is still on display at the White 
House. John Augustus Roebling and his son 
pioneered the development of suspension 
bridges and wire cable. Their construction 
of the Brooklyn Bridge is a lasting landmark 
to their skill, determination, and innovation. 
And entrepreneurs such as John Davison 
Rockefeller, John Wanamaker, and Milton 
Snavely Hershey helped to strengthen the 
American economy and inspire others to 
reach for the American Dream. 
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In addition to their many professional 
achievements, German Americans have in-
fluenced American culture. From Christmas 
trees to kindergartens, the United States has 
adopted many German traditions and institu-
tions. By celebrating and sharing their cus-
toms and traditions, German Americans help 
to preserve their rich heritage and enhance 
the cultural diversity of our Nation. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim October 6, 2003, 
as German-American Day. I encourage all 
Americans to recognize the contributions to 
the liberty and prosperity of the United 
States of our citizens of German descent. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this third day of October, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand three, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-eighth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., October 7, 2003] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on October 8. This item was not 
received in time for publication in the appropriate 
issue.

The President’s Radio Address 
October 4, 2003

Good morning. This weekend in Iraq, 750 
Iraqi citizens completed their military train-
ing and became the first battalion of the new 
Iraqi Army. For decades, Iraq’s army served 
the interests of a dictator. Today, a new army 
is serving the Iraqi people. And less than a 
year from now, Iraq will have a 40,000-mem-
ber military force, trained and dedicated to 
protecting their fellow citizens. 

Our coalition is helping to train and equip 
Iraq’s new army so that Iraqis can take over 
border protection and other security duties 
as soon as possible. Soldiers in the new bat-
talion join more than 80,000 other Iraqis who 
are defending their country’s security. Iraq 
now has a Civil Defense Corps of nearly 
2,500, a border guard force of 4,700, and a 

facility protection service of over 12,000. And 
more than half of the Iraqis under arms are 
police officers, instructed by professionals 
like New York City’s outstanding former po-
lice chief, Bernard Kerik. Iraq’s neighbor, 
Jordan, has announced that it will help Iraq 
train additional police officers. 

For three decades, the police in Iraq were 
the feared enforcers of a dictatorship. Now 
Iraq’s new police are enforcing the just laws 
of an emerging democracy. Already the Iraqi 
police are assuming greater responsibility 
and greater risks. This week, Iraqi officers 
aided a series of joint raids by American 
troops, leading to the arrest of more than 
50 suspected criminals and terrorists. We’re 
on the offensive against the desperate hold-
outs and Saddam loyalists who oppose 
progress in Iraq. The free nation we are help-
ing to build will be free of them. 

The United States is standing with the 
Iraqi people as they move toward self-gov-
ernment. My wartime funding request to 
Congress includes more than $5 billion to 
help the people of Iraq take responsibility 
for their own security. These funds will be 
used to prepare the Iraqi Army, to train pub-
lic safety and emergency personnel, and to 
establish a fair and effective judicial system. 

Greater security is essential to Iraq’s fu-
ture. A secure Iraq will protect the nation’s 
schools and the hospitals that are opening 
and the roads that are being built and the 
water and power facilities we are repairing. 
Across Iraq, our coalition is turning over re-
sponsibility to the future leaders of that 
country. Those leaders include women. Just 
this weekend, a conference is being held at 
the University of Babylon to affirm the vital 
role of women in the Iraqi society. 

The transition to self-government is a com-
plicated process, because it takes time to 
build trust and hope after decades of oppres-
sion and fear. Yet we are making steady 
progress, and we will keep our promise to 
fully return Iraq’s Government to Iraq’s peo-
ple as soon as possible. 

The men and women of our coalition have 
shown bravery and skill and compassion in 
Iraq. And they know their mission. They 
know that we are fighting terrorists in Iraq 
so that we will not have to face them and 
fight them in the streets of our own cities. 
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Our forces know that a secure and sovereign 
Iraq will be a setback for terrorists and an 
inspiration to all who dream of freedom in 
the Middle East. And the world can be cer-
tain, this essential mission in the war on ter-
ror will be completed. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 11:27 a.m. 
on October 2 in the Cabinet Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on October 4. 
The transcript was made available by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on October 3 but was em-
bargoed for release until the broadcast. In his re-
marks, the President referred to former President 
Saddam Hussein of Iraq. The Office of the Press 
Secretary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of this address.

Statement on the Terrorist Attack in 
Haifa, Israel 

October 4, 2003

I condemn unequivocally the vicious act 
of terrorism committed today in Haifa, Israel. 

This murderous action, aimed at families 
gathered to enjoy a Sabbath lunch, killed and 
injured dozens of men, women, and children. 

This despicable attack underscores once 
again the responsibility of Palestinian au-
thorities to fight terror, which remains the 
foremost obstacle to achieving the vision of 
two states living side by side in peace and 
security. The new Palestinian Cabinet must 
dedicate itself to dismantling the infrastruc-
ture of terror and preventing the kind of 
murderous actions that we witnessed today. 

The American people join me in express-
ing condolences to Prime Minister Sharon 
and all the people of Israel and in reiterating 
our common dedication to the cause of fight-
ing terrorism.

Message on the Observance of 
Yom Kippur, 5764

October 5, 2003

In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He 
shall direct thy paths. 

Proverbs 3:6

Yom Kippur is a time for people of the 
Jewish faith to draw near to God and seek 
His forgiveness through repentance and 
prayer. For Jews in the United States and 
around the world, this day marks the end of 
the High Holy Days and the sealing of God’s 
judgment in the books of life. May you find 
hope and comfort in remembering the les-
sons of Jonah, the power of prayer, and the 
mercy of the Almighty. 

Faith plays an important role in the lives 
of many Americans, offering strength and 
guidance for the challenges of each new day. 
As you renew your commitment to your faith 
and family on this holy day, may your actions 
reflect a compassionate spirit, and may you 
be inscribed and sealed for a good year and 
long life. 

Laura joins me in sending our best wishes 
for a blessed Yom Kippur. 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message.

Remarks at a Welcoming Ceremony 
for President Mwai Kibaki of Kenya 
October 6, 2003

President Bush. Mr. President, Madam 
First Lady, members of the Kenyan delega-
tion, on behalf of the American people, 
Laura and I are pleased to welcome you to 
the United States. This is the first state visit 
by the leader of an African country during 
my administration and the first visit of Presi-
dent Kibaki since his historic election last 
year. 

Under President Kibaki’s leadership, 
Kenya is pursuing important reforms and 
making the difficult and necessary and re-
warding transition to permanent, multiparty 
democracy. Mr. President, your courage 
serves the Kenyan people well, and you 
honor the American people with your visit. 

Kenya is a nation of rich traditions and an-
cient history. The Great Rift Valley, which 
runs through Eastern Kenya from Lake Ru-
dolf to Lake Victoria, is known as the ‘‘cradle 
of civilization.’’ The story of Kenya is insepa-
rable from the story of mankind. And out 
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1331Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 / Oct. 6

of this proud past, Kenya is building a mod-
ern, prosperous, and peaceful future. In 
building that future, Kenya will have a part-
ner in the United States. 

Our countries face common challenges, 
and we meet them with shared values. Both 
our nations are threatened by terrorists, and 
both have suffered. In one savage act 5 years 
ago in Nairobi, members of the Al Qaida net-
work murdered more than 200 Kenyans and 
Americans. Our countries grieved together 
then and after September the 11th and after 
the attack last November in Mombasa. 

Yet we have done more than grieve. We 
are working together to defeat the terrorists, 
to cut off their funding, to deny them sanc-
tuary, and to bring them to justice. There 
can be no compromise with this evil, and the 
Government of Kenya is a vital ally in the 
ongoing war against terror. 

We’re also working together to create a 
better world, to end long-simmering con-
flicts, and to alleviate the suffering caused 
by poverty and hunger and disease. Our goal 
is to end the hopelessness that feeds terror 
and to help spread the blessings of liberty 
that are the birthright of every man, woman, 
and child on this Earth. 

The partnership between our nations is 
sustained by the friendship between our peo-
ple. Some 7,000 Americans live in Kenya. 
Thousands of our citizens love to travel to 
Kenya. One of the Peace Corps’ largest pro-
grams is in Kenya, helping to encourage pri-
vate enterprise, to fight AIDS, and to im-
prove the nation’s schools. 

Every year, thousands of Kenyans come 
to study at American universities, more than 
from any other African country, including 
two of the President’s children. And the 
United States is enriched by the many Amer-
icans who trace their ancestry to Kenya, 
many of whom live right here in Washington. 
Kenya and the United States have been 
friends since the days of Jomo Kenyatta and 
John F. Kennedy. 

Mr. President, I’m proud to join you in 
carrying our friendship forward in this new 
century. Welcome to the White House, and 
welcome to the United States of America. 

President Kibaki. Mr. President, thank 
you for your kind remarks. I wish to thank 

you for—Mr. President, the Government, 
and the people of the United States, for the 
warm welcome and hospitality extended to 
me and my delegation since our arrival. I feel 
privileged to have been accorded such a great 
honor and look forward to successful delib-
erations on matters of mutual interest to our 
two nations. 

Mr. President, Kenya values the warm and 
cordial friendship that exists between the two 
nations. Following our successful democratic 
elections last December, my Government is 
determined to uphold democratic values, 
human rights, good governance, and the rule 
of law, and to empower our people. 

We thank the Government and the people 
of the United States for supporting Kenya 
to achieve democratic change. Mr. President, 
we are committed to deepening our ties with 
the United States. 

I commend you for your various initiatives 
for supporting development in Africa and, in 
particular, the recent announcement of 15 
billion U.S. dollars’ assistance in the fight 
against HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, malaria, of 
which Kenya is a beneficiary. 

We equally welcome your personal efforts 
in promoting trade and investment opportu-
nities through AGOA. Your recent an-
nouncement of the Millennium Change Ac-
count Initiative will help promote sustainable 
development in Africa. 

Mr. President, our two nations have been 
victims of international terrorism. Kenya 
stands with the United States and the inter-
national community in fight against this glob-
al menace, in our conviction that no just 
cause can be served by taking away innocent 
lives. 

Finally, Mr. President, I look forward to 
fruitful discussions on the various issues af-
fecting our two nations, the Horn of Africa, 
and the international community. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:21 a.m. on the 
South Grounds at the White House, where Presi-
dent Kibaki was accorded a formal welcome with 
full military honors. In his remarks, President 
Bush referred to Lucy Kibaki, wife of President 
Kibaki.
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The President’s News Conference 
With President Mwai Kibaki of 
Kenya 
October 6, 2003

President Bush. It’s my honor to welcome 
President Kibaki to the White House. Thank 
you, sir, for coming. 

President Kibaki. Thank you. 
President Bush. Today we affirm the 

growing strategic relationship between the 
United States and the African Continent. 
And we continue the longstanding partner-
ship between the United States and Kenya. 

President Kibaki’s election last December 
showed Kenyans and Africans and people 
throughout the world the power of the ballot 
and the benefits of peaceful, democratic 
change. The President won a mandate for 
reform, and he is moving ahead with an am-
bitious agenda, redrafting Kenya’s constitu-
tion, liberalizing its economy, fighting cor-
ruption, and investing in education and 
health care. With these steps, Kenya will at-
tract investment, strengthen its role in the 
world, and improve the lives of its people. 
Success will take time, and progress may 
sometimes seem uneven. Yet, the benefits of 
democracy and freedom and investment in 
people are certain, and they are lasting. 

Today the President and I discussed our 
alliance in the war on terror. In Nairobi and 
Mombasa and beyond, terrorists have made 
Kenya a battleground. The President af-
firmed the fact that the Kenyan people 
refuse to live in fear. Kenyan security forces 
have disrupted terror operations and have ar-
rested suspected terrorists. Earlier this year, 
I announced a $100-million counterterrorism 
initiative to provide east Africa with training, 
equipment, and assistance to strengthen the 
security of those nations in east Africa. Kenya 
is our key partner in this initiative, and its 
Government clearly has the will to fight ter-
ror, and my Government will continue to give 
them the help they need to do so. 

The President and I also discussed efforts 
to achieve peace in Sudan, an effort in which 
Kenya plays the leading role. Two able en-
voys, General Sumbeiywo and Senator John 
Danforth, have helped bring Africa’s longest 
running civil war to—very close to a peaceful 
end. America will stay engaged in this effort. 

I appreciate your efforts, Mr. President. 
Yet, only the north and south can arrive at 
a just and comprehensive peace, and I urge 
them to do so quickly. 

In Somalia, we will continue to work with 
Kenya to bring unity and reconciliation to 
a badly divided land. The establishment of 
an effective representative government in 
Somalia will help stabilize the region and dis-
pel the hopelessness that feeds terror. 

President Kibaki and I share a deep com-
mitment to waging a broad, effective effort 
against the AIDS virus, which afflicts nearly 
30 million people on the African Continent. 
In Kenya alone, some one million children 
have been orphaned due to AIDS. I fully 
support the President’s declaration of total 
war—his words—on this disease, and I’m 
proud to stand with him. The United States 
is Kenya’s largest bilateral donor in the fight 
against AIDS. Our support will grow under 
my Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief, which 
is a firm commitment to spend $15 billion 
over 5 years to turning the tide against this 
disease. 

Mr. President, America also stands with 
you in your work of modernizing the Kenyan 
economy, rewarding the enterprise of your 
people. Trade and growth are the only sure 
ways to lift people and nations out of poverty. 
I’m committed to keeping America’s markets 
open to African goods and to increasing com-
mercial ties with African nations. Kenya is 
one of America’s most important economic 
partners in Africa. American investment in 
Kenya totals more than $285 million, and 
trade between our two countries tops $400 
million per year. 

These numbers have grown in recent years 
under the African Growth and Opportunity 
Act, AGOA. And they have the potential to 
grow even more as reforms in your country 
take hold, Mr. President. Kenya and the 
United States are old friends working to-
gether to face new challenges. Our relation-
ship is strong, and it’s growing stronger, and 
I’m grateful for the leadership and vision of 
the President. 

Welcome. 
President Kibaki. Thank you. It is my 

pleasure to be here with you, Mr. President. 
This morning we had a fruitful meeting 

with my good friend, President Bush. Our 
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discussions centered on bilateral, regional, 
and international issues of mutual interest to 
our two nations. I was encouraged by a keen 
interest and concern that President Bush has 
shown on issues affecting Kenya and Africa, 
in particular, the establishment of the Millen-
nium Challenge Account and the 15 billion 
U.S. dollars’ HIV/AIDS program bears testi-
mony to this particular commitment. 

We reaffirmed our mutual desire to fur-
ther deepen our cooperation for the benefit 
of our two countries. President Bush wel-
comed the efforts made by Kenya in consoli-
dating democracy, particularly after the suc-
cessful general elections of December, the 
year 2002. We share the common desire to 
promote and entrench democracy in Africa 
and the need to support Kenya as a model 
of democracy. 

I briefed President Bush on the priorities 
of my Government; that includes economic 
revival, education, health, and security. I am 
pleased by the willingness of the Bush ad-
ministration to support our efforts to pro-
mote and sustain our economic recovery. 
President Bush shared my concern over the 
devastating effects of the HIV/AIDS pan-
demic and other infectious diseases, espe-
cially in Africa. I briefed the President on 
the vigorous campaign my Government is 
conducting against the HIV/AIDS pandemic. 
I am confident that these efforts are bene-
fiting substantially from the support of the 
U.S. Government. 

We discussed at length the issue of ter-
rorism. Kenya, like United States, has in the 
past suffered at the hands of terrorism. The 
attacks have strengthened our resolve to in-
tensify and enhance our cooperation with the 
United States and the international commu-
nity in the fight against terrorism. 

I have requested the U.S. Government to 
support Kenya, to strengthen its security as 
an essential element in the fight against ter-
rorism. This assistance will also enhance 
Kenya’s role as a peacemaker in the Horn 
of Africa. President Bush expressed his ap-
preciation for the leadership that Kenya has 
taken in the peace process in Sudan and 
IGAD. We note with satisfaction the historic 
signing of an agreement on the 25th of Sep-
tember, 2003, in Naivasha, Kenya, to address 

the transitional security arrangements for the 
parties to the conflict. 

On Somalia, I emphasized that in order 
to maintain the democratic gains and to sus-
tain the war against terrorism, it is essential 
that Somalia stabilizes. In this respect, it is 
important that the U.S. to—for the U.S. to 
increase its involvement in the search for 
peace in Somalia. It is pertinent that all par-
ties involved in the peace process remain en-
gaged. I requested the U.S. Government to 
assist in this regard, and I thank you very 
much indeed. 

President Bush. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent. 

The President has kindly agreed to take 
a couple of questions, and so have I. We’ll 
start with the American side and then alter-
nate back and forth. 

First, Associated Press, Terry Hunt, Mr. 
President. 

Israeli Air Strike in Syria/Palestinian 
Authority Responsibilities 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Mr. Presi-
dent, do you think that Israel’s air strike in 
Syria was justified? And do you think that 
you can work with the Palestinian Prime 
Minister, who says he would not use force 
under any circumstances against Palestinian 
militants? 

President Bush. Terry, I talked to Prime 
Minister Sharon yesterday. I expressed our 
Nation’s condolences at the needless murder 
of innocent people by the latest suicider. 
That murder came on a weekend of a high 
holy holiday. 

Secondly, I made it very clear to the Prime 
Minister, like I have consistently done, that 
Israel has got a right to defend herself, that 
Israel must not feel constrained in terms of 
defending the homeland. However, I said 
that it’s very important that any action Israel 
take should avoid escalation and creating 
higher tensions. 

The speech I gave June 24, 2002, should 
explain to the world and to the American 
people the policy of this Government. We 
have not changed. Parties need to assume 
responsibility for their actions. In order for 
there to be a Palestinian state, the Palestinian 
Authority must fight terror and must use 
whatever means is necessary to fight terror. 
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In order for this roadmap, which is a—as a 
way to get to a peaceful settlement, people 
have got to assume responsibility. All parties 
must assume responsibility. The Palestinian 
Authority must defeat the terrorists who are 
trying to stop the establishment of a Pales-
tinian state, a peaceful state, in order for 
there to be peace. 

Mr. President, want to call on somebody? 
President Kibaki. Well, we hardly have 

anything to add to that particular statement, 
because it’s fully adequate. 

President Bush. You’re welcome to call 
on somebody from your press corps, Mr. 
President. 

April [April Ryan, American Urban Radio 
Networks], you’re not in his press corps. 
You’re trying to play like you’re in his press 
corps. [Laughter] 

Q. They put me over here. 
President Bush. I know, but this is sub-

version, and this isn’t—[laughter]. 

Leadership in Kenya 
Q. I’d like to ask the President of Kenya 

a question. My name is Esther Githui; I work 
for the Voice of America. Mr. President, 
there has been very good will for you and 
Kenyans after you took over the Govern-
ment. But I’m wondering why you have re-
peatedly asserted that you’re in charge of 
Kenya. Is there any doubt that you are the 
President of Kenya? 

President Kibaki. No, there is no doubt 
at all. There is no—no one has any doubt, 
certainly not in Kenya. Look by the way they 
voted. And look by the way they support the 
present Government. So I don’t see anybody 
who has any doubt—well, anybody who has 
any doubt, he can ask us. [Laughter] You 
know, I mean—[inaudible]—you know, 
truly. 

President Bush. Steve Holland [Reuters]. 

Iraq Stabilization Group 
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. What is the 

purpose of the Iraq Stabilization Group? And 
is this an acknowledgment that the effort to 
stabilize Iraq is flagging? Does it diminish 
the authority of Secretary Rumsfeld? 

President Bush. Yes. You know, it’s com-
mon for the National Security Council to co-
ordinate efforts, interagency efforts. And 

Condi Rice, the National Security Adviser, 
is doing just that. And this group formed 
within the National Security Council is aimed 
at the coordination of interagency efforts as 
well as providing a support group to the De-
partment of Defense and Jerry Bremer. 
That’s the purpose. 

And listen, we’re making good progress in 
Iraq. Sometimes it’s hard to tell it when you 
listen to the filter. We’re making good 
progress. I had a—Bernie Kerik came in the 
other day, and he described to me what it 
was like to set up a police force in Baghdad 
right after our successful efforts there. I was 
really impressed. I was impressed by the—
his work. I was impressed by the spirit of 
the Iraqi citizens desirous to start taking care 
of business on their own. 

And the truth of the matter is, in order 
for us to succeed in Iraq—and that is to pro-
vide the security necessary for a peaceful 
country to evolve—the Iraqis must take re-
sponsibility, and they are. The situation is im-
proving on a daily basis inside Iraq. People 
are freer. The security situation is getting 
better. The infrastructure is getting better. 
The schools are opening. The hospitals are 
being modernized. And I really appreciate 
the effort of the Americans who are there 
and our coalition partners who are there who 
are working under very difficult cir-
cumstances. 

Condi’s job and Condi’s team is going to 
make sure that the efforts continue to be co-
ordinated so that we continue to make 
progress. 

Mr. President. 
President Kibaki. Well, we first of all 

want to congratulate America for the effort 
they are making. You know, it is important 
for all of us to think of the present and the 
future, because what has passed, has passed. 
And I think we can gain plenty by focusing 
on the present. 

President Bush. April, are you going to 
try again to look like you’re in the—be care-
ful. [Laughter] Mr. President, call on who 
you—[laughter]. 

President Kibaki. Yes, yes. 
President Bush. I exposed you. [Laugh-

ter] 
Q. [Inaudible] 
President Bush. That’s right. [Laughter] 
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Kenya-U.S. Relations/African Debt Relief 
Q. My name is Martin Mbugua, for the 

East African Standard, and I have a question 
for each President. 

President Bush. Yes. 
President Kibaki. Yes. 
Q. Your Excellency, a lot of people see 

your trip to the United States as yet another 
begging trip. How different is this trip for 
those people who are seeing it as another 
lineup for aid? 

And Mr. President, a lot of times people 
have talked about the debt that saddles a lot 
of African countries. You can give a lot of 
aid, but it’s likely to do nothing if the country 
is sending all the money out. Are you looking 
to use your influence at the G–8 and the 
Bretton Woods institution to probably try 
and ease that, perhaps even forgive the debt 
for progressive countries? 

President Bush. Thank you. 
President Kibaki. Well, first for us, I 

don’t think that we are in any way one of 
those countries which gain nothing or add 
nothing. But we definitely do gain by talking 
to friends like America and seeking help. 
Now, if you are seeking for help, you cannot 
adequately say publicly whether it is ade-
quate or whether it is not. [Laughter] 

So really, if you are asking for help, you 
really don’t ask—you don’t say how much. 
And so, really the question isn’t—should not 
be asked of me. 

President Bush. Let me tell you, in many 
ways, we’re the country asking for help. We 
asked the President in Kenya for help in 
fighting terror, and the response has been 
strong. And we appreciate that response. We 
support HIPC. We’ll continue to support 
HIPC. We also support trade with Kenya. 

And the President, in talking about what 
he would like to see in our relationship, 
brought up international financial institu-
tions, what can be done with the World Bank 
and/or the International Monetary Fund. 
And the President understands, like I under-
stand, that it’s the choice of the Kenyans to 
make. And that’s why his anti-corruption pol-
icy is so important, because as that policy 
takes root, as he deals with judges and/or 
whoever, Government officials that do not 
honor the integrity of the system, the inter-
national financial institutions will take notice 

and be more likely to become involved with 
Kenya. 

And so we talked a lot about a lot of things, 
debt, IMF, trade, all aimed at lifting lives 
and helping Kenya realize her potential. I’ve 
long believed that African nations are plenty 
capable of making the right decisions and 
managing their own affairs. Our foreign pol-
icy recognizes that, and we will work with 
governments in particular that have devel-
oped the habits necessary for strong democ-
racies and market economies to grow. This 
is such a leader. So our relationship is a com-
plementary relationship, and it is important 
that it be strong like it is today. 

April, you’re really beginning to bother the 
President. [Laughter] 

President Kibaki. No, no. [Laughter] 
President Bush. Okay, I am anxious to 

hear what you’ve got to say. Go ahead. Let 
her rip. 

Q. [Inaudible] 
President Bush. No, not you. 
Q. Thank you so much. 
President Bush. Yes, April. 

Justice Department Investigation 
Q. Mr. President, on another issue, the 

CIA leak-gate. What is your confidence level 
in the results of the DOJ investigation about 
any of your staffers not being found guilty 
or being found guilty? And what do you say 
to critics of the administration who say that 
this administration retaliates against 
naysayers? 

President Bush. No, first of all, I’m glad 
you brought that question up. This is a very 
serious matter, and our administration takes 
it seriously. As members of the press corps 
here know, I have at times complained about 
leaks of security information, whether the 
leaks be in the legislative branch or in the 
executive branch. And I take those leaks very 
seriously. 

And therefore, we will cooperate fully with 
the Justice Department. I’ve got all the con-
fidence in the world the Justice Department 
will do a good, thorough job. And that’s ex-
actly what I want them to do, is a good, thor-
ough job. I’d like to know who leaked, and 
if anybody has got any information inside our 
Government or outside our Government who 
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leaked, you ought to take it to the Justice 
Department so we can find out the leaker. 

I have told my staff I want full cooperation 
with the Justice Department. And when they 
ask for information, we expect the informa-
tion to be delivered on a timely basis. I ex-
pect it to be delivered on a timely basis. I 
want there to be full participation, because, 
April, I am most interested in finding out 
the truth. 

And you know, there’s a lot of leaking in 
Washington, DC. It’s a town famous for it. 
And if this helps stop leaks of—this investiga-
tion in finding the truth—it will not only hold 
someone to account who should not have 
leaked—and this is a serious charge, by the 
way. We’re talking about a criminal action, 
but also hopefully will help set a clear signal 
we expect other leaks to stop as well. And 
so I look forward to finding the truth. 

Q. What about retaliation? People are say-
ing that it’s retaliation——

President Bush. I don’t know who leaked 
the information, for starters. So it’s hard for 
me to answer that question until I find out 
the truth. You hear all kinds of rumors. And 
the best way to clarify the issue is to—full 
participation with the Justice Department. 

These are professionals who are profes-
sional prosecutors who are leading this inves-
tigation, and we look forward to—look, I 
want to know. I want to know, and the best 
way to do this is for there to be a good, thor-
ough investigation, which apparently is going 
to happen soon. And all I can tell you is, 
inside the White House, we’ve said, ‘‘Gather 
all the information that’s requested and get 
it ready to be analyzed by the Justice Depart-
ment.’’

Listen, thank you all very much. Mr. Presi-
dent, I’m glad you’re here. 

President Kibaki. Very good. 
President Bush. Appreciate it. 
President Kibaki. Thank you very much. 
President Bush. Thank you, sir. Very 

good job. 

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at 
11:38 a.m. in the East Room at the White House. 
In his remarks, he referred to Lt. Gen. Lazarus 
Sumbeiywo, Kenya’s envoy to the Sudan; former 
Senator John Danforth, Special Envoy for Peace 
in the Sudan; Prime Minister Ariel Sharon of 
Israel; L. Paul Bremer III, Presidential Envoy to 

Iraq; and Bernard B. Kerik, former commissioner, 
New York City Police Department. A reporter re-
ferred to Prime-Minister-designate Ahmed Korei 
of the Palestinian Authority.

Proclamation 7716—Child Health 
Day, 2003
October 6, 2003

By the President of the United States 
of America 

Parents, teachers, and mentors play a crit-
ical role in helping children learn to make 
healthy choices in life. On Child Health Day, 
we emphasize our commitment to teaching 
our children the benefits of good health. 

The safety and well-being of our children 
is a priority shared by all Americans. As chil-
dren grow and develop, they face many risks 
and dangers. Through the HealthierUS Ini-
tiative and the President’s Challenge, my Ad-
ministration is working to help children learn 
the benefits of a healthy body and mind. 

Across our country, parents and caregivers 
can play a vital part in creating a more 
healthy America by teaching children good 
nutrition and important safety procedures. 
We can all help young Americans improve 
their health by encouraging them to eat 
healthy foods and to get regular exercise. 
Good nutrition can improve students’ ability 
to concentrate and help them succeed in the 
classroom. Families must encourage our 
young people to avoid harmful activities. 
Families can also protect their children by 
ensuring that they are immunized against 
preventable diseases and making sure that 
homes, day care centers, and schools have 
been checked for potential hazards. Parents 
can help prevent accidents and injuries by 
securing infants, toddlers, and small children 
in child safety seats and booster seats, check-
ing consumer safety warnings, and making 
sure young people wear protective gear dur-
ing recreational activities. 

By teaching our children to make safe, 
healthy decisions, families and all Americans 
can help our young people reach their full 
potential, become responsible leaders in 
their communities, and make our Nation bet-
ter. 

The Congress, by a joint resolution ap-
proved May 18, 1928, as amended (36 U.S.C. 
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105), has called for the designation of the 
first Monday in October as ‘‘Child Health 
Day’’ and has requested the President to 
issue a proclamation in observance of this 
day. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim Monday, October 6, 
2003, as Child Health Day. I call upon fami-
lies, schools, child health professionals, com-
munities, and governments to help all our 
children discover the rewards of good health 
and wellness. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this sixth day of October, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand three, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-eighth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:27 a.m., October 8, 2003] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on October 9.

Memorandum on Designation of the 
Philippines as a Major Non-NATO 
Ally 

October 6, 2003

Presidential Determination No. 2004–02

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Designation of the Philippines as a 
Major Non-NATO Ally

Consistent with the authority vested in me 
by section 517 of the Foreign Assistance Act 
of 1961, as amended (the ‘‘Act’’), I hereby 
designate the Republic of the Philippines as 
a major non-NATO ally of the United States 
for the purposes of the Act and the Arms 
Export Control Act. 

You are authorized and directed to publish 
this determination in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

Memorandum Waiving Prohibition 
on United States Military Assistance 
to Parties to the Rome Statute 
Establishing the International 
Criminal Court 
October 6, 2003

Presidential Determination No. 2004–03

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Waiving Prohibition on United 
States Military Assistance to Parties to the 
Rome Statute Establishing the International 
Criminal Court

Consistent with the authority vested in me 
by section 2007 of the American 
Servicemembers’ Protection Act of 2002 (the 
‘‘Act’’), title II of Public Law 107–206 (22 
U.S.C. 7421 et seq.), I hereby: 

•  Determine that Colombia has entered 
into an agreement with the United 
States pursuant to Article 98 of the 
Rome Statute preventing the Inter-
national Criminal Court from pro-
ceeding against U.S. personnel present 
in such country; and 

•  Waive the prohibition of section 2007(a) 
of the Act with respect to this country 
for as long as such agreement remains 
in force. 

You are authorized and directed to report 
this determination to the Congress, and to 
arrange for its publication in the Federal Reg-
ister.

George W. Bush

Remarks at a State Dinner Honoring 
President Mwai Kibaki of Kenya 
October 6, 2003

[The President’s remarks are joined in 
progress.] 

It is a real honor for us to welcome you. 
Our two nations are old friends and natural 
partners. We both emerged from a colonial 
past to become free nations. We stood to-
gether during the cold war, opposing impe-
rial communism. Today, we stand together 
against the forces of terror and in the defense 
of human dignity. 
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We both understand the danger and cost 
of terrorism. It has brought damage to both 
our economies and grief to both our nations. 
With us tonight are two women who suffered 
terribly on August 7, 1998. Susan Hirsch lost 
her husband, Abdulrahman Mohamed 
Abdulla, a Kenyan citizen, in the attack on 
the U.S. Embassy in Dar es Salaam, Tan-
zania. And Susan Bartley lost her husband, 
Julian, our U.S. Consul General, and her son, 
Jay, when the terrorists struck our Embassy 
in Nairobi. Both of you are honored guests 
here tonight, and we honor as well the mem-
ory of your loved ones. 

America and Kenya are committed to the 
war on terror, and we seek a just and peace-
ful world beyond the war on terror. Kenya 
is finding what America has found, that de-
mocracy and liberty and free markets are 
honorable and just and indispensable to real 
progress. The challenges of freedom are real; 
yet the benefits of freedom are great and ev-
erlasting. 

There is a Swahili proverb which says, 
‘‘Forever persist; a rope can cut stone.’’ 
Kenya and its leaders have been persistent 
and courageous in the cause of freedom. 
You’re resolved in the fight against terror. 
Kenya is an example to all of Africa and a 
respected partner of America. 

For all these reasons, Mr. President, I’m 
pleased to offer a toast to the enduring 
friendship between Kenya and the United 
States of America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:36 p.m. in the 
State Dining Room at the White House. The tran-
script issued by the Office of the Press Secretary 
did not include the complete opening portion of 
President Bush’s remarks but did include the re-
marks of President Kibaki.

Remarks Following a Cabinet 
Meeting and an Exchange With 
Reporters 
October 7, 2003

The President. Thank you all for coming. 
I met with my Cabinet. We talked about na-
tional security matters and economic security 
matters. We’re making good progress on the 
economy. Looks like we’re growing, and 
that’s important. Last month we—people are 

finding work, but we’re not satisfied with the 
progress that is being made. We talked about 
ways to continue the economic vitality of our 
country. The tax cuts need to be made per-
manent so there’s certainty in the Tax Code. 
We need an energy plan so that our busi-
nesses and employers, both large and small, 
know there’s a reliable source of energy avail-
able. 

We talked about trade and this administra-
tion’s commitment to free and fair trade, that 
administrative officials will continue to press 
certain countries to open up their markets 
to U.S. product. We talked about the need 
to have associated health care plans so that 
our small businesses have affordable health 
care. And finally, we talked about the need 
for legal reform. There’s just too many law-
suits, junk lawsuits which drive up the cost 
of health care. 

And in a lot of these matters, the Congress 
needs to join with this administration to pass 
good law so that the American people can 
find work. We’re an optimistic administration 
because good things are beginning to happen 
in our country. We will not rest until every-
body who is looking for work can find a job. 

I want to thank the members of the Cabi-
net for serving our Nation with such class 
and distinction. And I’ll be glad to answer 
some questions, starting with the AP man 
[Scott Lindlaw, Associated Press]. 

California Gubernatorial Election 
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Back in Au-

gust, you said you thought Arnold 
Schwarzenegger would make a good Gov-
ernor. We’ve learned some new things about 
him. There’s an election today. Do you still 
feel that way? 

The President. I feel like the California 
people are going to make a wise decision, 
that they—they are now in charge of the 
process. And it looks like there’s a pretty ac-
tive turnout in absentee ballots, and people 
are taking it seriously, and I have no idea 
how the election is going to turn out. 

Q. Is he the kind of guy you could work 
with? 

The President. If he’s the Governor, I’ll 
work with him, absolutely. He’s obviously 
waged a spirited campaign. He’s captured a 
lot of people’s imagination. I haven’t been 

VerDate jul 14 2003 22:54 Oct 14, 2003 Jkt 203250 PO 00000 Frm 00014 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P41OCT4.010 P41OCT4



1339Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 / Oct. 7

paying that close attention to it, because I’ve 
got a job to do here in Washington. But the 
process is about over. The people of Cali-
fornia are going to speak, and I look forward 
to seeing what the results are. I may not stay 
up for it—[laughter]—all night long. I’ll be 
reading your stories first thing in the morn-
ing. 

Dana [Dana Bash, Cable News Network]. 

Disclosure of CIA Employee’s Identity 
Q. Mr. President, beyond the actual leak 

of classified information, there are reports 
that someone in the administration was try-
ing to—after it was already out—actively 
spread the story, even calling Ambassador 
Wilson’s wife ‘‘fair game.’’ Are you asking 
your staff if anyone did that? Would it be 
wrong or even a fireable offense if that hap-
pened? 

The President. Well, the investigators will 
ask our staff about what people did or did 
not do. This is a town of—where a lot of 
people leak. And I’ve constantly expressed 
my displeasure with leaks, particularly leaks 
of classified information. And I want to know; 
I want to know the truth. I want to see to 
it that the truth prevail, and I hope we can 
get this investigation done in a thorough way, 
as quickly as possible. 

But the Justice Department will conduct 
this investigation. The professionals in the 
Justice Department will be involved in fer-
reting out the truth. These are citizens who 
will—were here before this administration 
arrived and will be here after this administra-
tion leaves. And they’ll come to the bottom 
of this, and we’ll find out the truth. And that 
will be—that’s a good thing for this adminis-
tration. 

Stretch [Richard Keil, Bloomberg News]. 

National Economy 
Q. Mr. President, a survey of economists 

that we published yesterday found that—it 
was between 40 and 50 of them—and they 
think that the growth rate over the next year 
may only be in the low 3 percent range, and 
that’s below the 4 percent range that you and 
your economic advisers have said will be 
needed to create the kind of jobs that will 
really keep the growth going. Does that con-

cern you? Do you think those predictions are 
accurate? 

The President. Well, one thing is certain, 
that the growth rate is going to be positive, 
as opposed to the negative growth rate we 
inherited. In other words, we came into of-
fice and dealt with a recession, then dealt 
with attacks, then dealt with corporate scan-
dals, dealt with the march to war, all of which 
affected the confidence of the people. And 
we put forth a very aggressive tax plan, be-
cause we believe that that is the best way 
to help this country grow out of recession. 

I’ve just outlined other things that need 
to happen in order to make sure that the 
people are able to find work. Dick, I am not 
very good about guessing about the economy. 
There’s all kinds of experts; you’ll probably 
find all kinds of opinions. But I do know that 
the actions we have taken were necessary ac-
tions and that are good—they were good ac-
tions for economic vitality and growth. 

The Congress needs to work with us for 
an energy plan. They need to work with us 
for good liability reform. We will continue 
to press to open up foreign markets. I’m a 
free trader, but I’m also a fair trader. And 
I believe our manufacturing sector, for exam-
ple, must be treated fairly in foreign markets. 

We need an energy plan. We’ve debated 
an energy plan for too long. This administra-
tion has put forth a very good energy plan. 
And Congress needs to quit debating the 
idea, get the differences reconciled, and get 
a bill to my desk. I’m confident Senator 
Domenici and Representative Tauzin want 
to do just that. So there are other things to 
do to get this economy moving, and we’ll see 
what—see what happens. 

I will tell you I’m optimistic, and I’m opti-
mistic because things are improving. But 
there’s a lot more to do. 

Randy [Randall Mikkelsen, Reuters]. 

Disclosure of CIA Employee’s Identity/
Israeli Foreign Policy 

Q. Mr. President, how confident are you 
the investigation will find the leaker in the 
CIA case? And what do you make of Sharon’s 
comment that Israel will strike its enemies 
at any place, any time? 

The President. This is the dual question. 
[Laughter] I’m trying to figure out if I want 
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to answer either of them, since you violated 
a major rule. [Laughter] At least it’s not a 
cell phone. [Laughter] 

Randy, you tell me, how many sources 
have you had that’s leaked information that 
you’ve exposed or have been exposed? Prob-
ably none. I mean this town is a—is a town 
full of people who like to leak information. 
And I don’t know if we’re going to find out 
the senior administration official. Now, this 
is a large administration, and there’s a lot of 
senior officials. I don’t have any idea. I’d like 
to. I want to know the truth. That’s why I’ve 
instructed this staff of mine to cooperate fully 
with the investigators—full disclosure. Ev-
erything we know, the investigators will find 
out. I have no idea whether we’ll find out 
who the leaker is, partially because, in all due 
respect to your profession, you do a very 
good job of protecting the leakers. But we’ll 
find out. 

In terms of Prime Minister Sharon, I have 
constantly said Israel should defend herself. 
But I’ve also told—as I mentioned to you 
at the press availability yesterday—that it’s 
important for the Prime Minister to avoid 
escalation, that the decisions he makes to de-
fend her people are valid decisions. We 
would be doing the same thing. This country 
will defend our people. 

But we are also mindful when we make 
decisions, as the Prime Minister should be, 
that the—that he fully understand the con-
sequences of any decision and that while he 
defends his people that there is not—that he 
doesn’t create the conditions necessary for—
that would cause the escalation—the vio-
lence to escalate. 

Q. Did the strike on Syria—did the strike 
on Syria cause an escalation? 

The President. The Prime Minister must 
defend his country. It’s essential. This is a 
country which recently was attacked by a 
suicider that killed innocent children and 
women, people that were celebrating in a 
restaurant. And he must do what is necessary 
to protect himself. At the same time, as I 
said yesterday and will continue to say to 
Ariel Sharon, ‘‘Avoid escalating violence.’’

Listen, thank you all. Anybody else did not 
get a question in this vaunted press corps? 

American League Championship Series 

Q. Red Sox—Red Sox or Yankees? 
The President. Listen, I’m excited about 

the playoffs. I tuned in after the state dinner 
that was somewhat covered in the press yes-
terday. [Laughter] But it was—you know, it’s 
good for baseball. My team, of course, was 
eliminated in June. [Laughter] 

Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:42 a.m. in the 
Cabinet Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Prime Minister Ariel Sharon 
of Israel. A reporter referred to former Ambas-
sador Joseph C. Wilson IV, who served as CIA 
envoy to Niger in February 2002.

Statement on the Decision of Senator 
Don Nickles Not To Seek Reelection 

October 7, 2003

For more than two decades, Don Nickles 
has served the people of Oklahoma and 
America as a distinguished United States 
Senator. As a longtime member of the Senate 
leadership and most recently as chairman of 
the Senate Budget Committee, he has led 
efforts to keep Government spending in 
check and to keep more money in the pock-
ets of American taxpayers. He has left his 
mark on virtually every major issue that has 
moved through the Senate. Senator Nickles 
is a friend and trusted adviser, and I look 
forward to working with him for the remain-
der of his time in the Senate and in the fu-
ture. 

Laura and I extend our thanks and best 
wishes to Don, Linda, and their four chil-
dren, Don, Jenny, Kim, and Robyn, for their 
commitment to public service, and we wish 
them all the best.

Statement on the Decision by the 
Court of Appeals for the Tenth 
Circuit on the Do-Not-Call Registry 

October 7, 2003

Today’s decision by the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the Tenth Circuit to allow the FTC 
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to enforce the Do-Not-Call Registry is a vic-
tory for Americans who want to reduce the 
nuisance of unwanted telephone solicitations. 
The American people have the right to limit 
annoying telemarketing calls, and I am 
pleased that both the Federal Trade Com-
mission and the Federal Communications 
Commission will now be able to ensure that 
Americans have that choice while the courts 
continue to consider the issues.

Remarks on Domestic Violence 
Prevention 
October 8, 2003

President Bush. Thank you all for com-
ing, and welcome to the White House. In 
a few moments, I will sign a proclamation 
naming October National Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month. I do so to focus attention 
on this urgent and very important issue. I 
will announce two initiatives we are launch-
ing to combat domestic violence in our coun-
try. 

A home, a family, should be a place of sup-
port, should be a peaceful place, not a place 
of cruelty and brutality. Domestic violence 
betrays the most basic duties of life. It vio-
lates the law. It’s wrong. It is a crime that 
must be confronted by individuals, by com-
munities, and by government. 

All of you here today have taken up the 
vital cause—the really important cause—of 
defending the vulnerable from domestic vio-
lence. Too often its victims suffer in secret 
and in silence. You make it easier for them 
to step out of the shadows and get the help 
and love they need. Your compassion is sav-
ing lives. Your country is grateful. Thank you 
for what you do. 

I appreciate Tommy Thompson being 
here. He’s the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services. Many of the initiatives on 
family violence come from his Department. 
As Governor of Wisconsin, he made a name 
for dealing with domestic violence, and he’s 
carried his passion, as have I, to Washington, 
DC, to help. 

I appreciate Jack Potter, who is the Post-
master General. There’s a reason he is here. 
It has something to do with a stamp that I’ll 
be describing here. [Laughter] 

I appreciate very much Diane Stuart, the 
Director of the Office of Violence Against 
Women, from the Department of Justice. 
Thank you for coming. Thank you for being 
a leader. 

We’ve got a special Senator here with us 
today, a person who flew all the way back 
from his home State of Colorado. He’s here 
because he sponsored the legislation creating 
the Stop Family Violence stamp. I’m hon-
ored that you’ve come back, Senator Camp-
bell. Ben Nighthorse Campbell is a compas-
sionate, decent human being, and I’m proud 
to call him friend. Thanks for coming. 

I want to thank Sheryl Cates, who is the 
executive director of the National Domestic 
Violence Hotline and the Texas Council on 
Family Violence. She’s on the stage with me. 
The hotline received its one millionth call 
in August. That’s a lot of calls, but it’s a lot 
of help as well. And I want to thank Sheryl 
for being here, my fellow Texan. [Laughter] 
Lynn Rosenthal is the executive director of 
the National Network to End Domestic Vio-
lence. Lynn is with us as well here. Thank 
you for coming. And Rita Smith, the execu-
tive director of the National Coalition 
Against Domestic Violence, is on the stage 
as well. These three women are leaders in 
the attempt to make somebody’s life better, 
and I really appreciate you all coming. 

As well we’ve got Monique Blais who’s 
with us today. Monique brought her mother, 
Marci, to the White House. [Laughter] The 
reason Monique is here is that she designed 
the artwork for the Stop Family Violence 
stamp. And I really appreciate your talents, 
and when people see the stamp, they’ll—
when I say ‘‘talent,’’ they’ll know what I mean 
when I say ‘‘talent,’’ because it’s really a great 
piece of work. We want to thank you for com-
ing. And I want to thank you all for being 
here. 

Domestic violence cuts across every line 
of geography and income. Abuse is found in 
every community in our country—every 
community—and it must be fought in every 
community. Hundreds of thousands of inci-
dents of domestic violence are reported 
every year. The sad news is, many go unre-
ported. About a third of women murdered 
each year in America are killed by this type 
of violence, and nearly half the households 
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where domestic violence occurs also has a 
child under 12 years old. There’s more than 
one victim. 

Women and children are facing dangers 
in this country, and they need strong allies. 
That’s what we’re here to talk about. I’m not 
only here to thank you for being strong allies, 
I’m asking others around our country to work 
with the people here. There’s plenty of op-
portunities for our fellow citizens to step 
forth and be a partner in helping save and 
heal lives. 

Fortunately, there are people, victims who 
can find help. That’s the good news about 
America. The bad news is, there’s too much 
domestic violence. The good news is, people 
can find help. Faith-based and community 
groups provide refuge and counseling and 
good legal advice. And a lot of time, an 
abused woman needs good, solid legal advice. 

Industry groups are recycling old cell 
phones. It’s an interesting contribution, isn’t 
it? They’re saying, ‘‘Here’s an opportunity for 
you to be able to call to get help.’’

Lifetime television—I know some folks 
representing Lifetime television are here—
is promoting domestic violence awareness in 
its programming and public service cam-
paigns, and we thank you for that. Part of 
making sure that we help save lives is to edu-
cate people about the opportunities available. 

Business Strengthening America is a pri-
vate organization of business leaders who are 
responding to a call I gave them earlier, after 
September the 11th. I said, ‘‘Why don’t you 
become an active participant, as responsible 
business leaders, in helping meet our soci-
ety’s needs?’’ They’ve joined forces with the 
Corporate Alliance to End Partner Violence. 
Those two groups are working to raise aware-
ness of the issues in the workplace, and as 
importantly, they’re encouraging employees 
to become volunteers in the efforts to help 
those who have been abused. 

I want to thank the responsible corporate 
leaders in America for hearing the call that 
in a responsible society, you’ve got to behave 
responsibly yourself and encourage others to 
follow their heart. 

The fight against domestic violence is a na-
tional movement. I urge people to join the 
movement. Part of an awareness month is 
not only making people aware but a call to 

service. Today all of us up here are calling 
people to service, to serve your community 
and your country. If you want to love your 
neighbor like you’d like to be loved yourself, 
there’s ample opportunity to do so in the 
fight against domestic violence. 

Our Government is engaged in the fight, 
as it should be. Government has got a duty 
to treat domestic violence as a serious crime. 
It’s part of our duty. If you treat something 
as a serious crime, then there must be serious 
consequences. Otherwise, it’s not very seri-
ous. Last year, Federal prosecutors for vio-
lence against women crimes increased—
Federal prosecutions increased by 35 per-
cent. Our prosecutors are doing their job. 
They’re finding the abusers, and they’re 
throwing the book at them. And that’s impor-
tant. 

People who commit crimes must under-
stand with certainty, there is a consequence. 
One way to change behavior is to make it 
clear to people in our society, if you break 
the law, if you beat up a woman, if you abuse 
your wife, you will be held to account. There 
must be certainty in the law, and we must 
have prosecutors who understand that we ex-
pect them to be tough. And they are. 

The administration has also increased 
funding for Justice Department’s Violence 
Against Women’s programs by $100 million 
this year. We’re now spending money at the 
highest levels in our Nation’s history, and it’s 
money well spent. Programs which help local 
communities combat domestic violence and 
sexual assault and stalking and helps the vic-
tims of those crimes are now funded at $390 
million a year. And I want to thank Ben and 
the Members of the Congress for working 
to see that our appropriations request was 
met. 

I’m going to talk about two other measures 
that I think will help in the fight against do-
mestic violence. First, I’ve directed $20 mil-
lion in 2004 to help communities create fam-
ily justice centers, where victims of domestic 
violence can find the services they need in 
one place, one central location. Too often, 
the services designed to help victims are un-
coordinated and scattered throughout com-
munities. 

Imagine what it would be like if you were 
an abused person trying to find help, and you 
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went from one place to another. With laws 
and police and all the rules and regulations 
of a free society, it must be confusing and 
disheartening. The victim has been so trau-
matized, and then she has to tell her story 
over and over again, which repeats the trau-
ma. There’s a better way to do this. There’s 
a better way to help people who need help 
in our society. 

San Diego figured it out. They’ve got a 
city attorney named Casey Gwinn—who’s 
right there—who recognized that there’s a 
more compassionate way to help people who 
have been abused. And so he did something 
about it. He created what’s called the San 
Diego Family Justice Center. It’s a full-serv-
ice center for domestic violence victims, 
where police officers and prosecutors and 
probation officers and civil attorneys and 
counselors and doctors and victims advocates 
and chaplains all come together to help 
somebody. The runaround is over in San 
Diego. There’s a central location where 
somebody who desperately needs help can 
find compassion and help. Victims can pick 
up food vouchers. They can get help with 
transportation. They can file for a temporary 
restraining order against their abusers. They 
can sign up for supervised visitation pro-
grams to keep their children safe. They can 
get their cell phone there. They can find 
help. 

The San Diego Family Justice Center 
opened a year ago. It has already served 
thousands of victims. They tell me the story 
of Caitlin Effgen, who is a brave woman who 
lives in San Diego. It’s probably, unfortu-
nately, a typical story I’m about to tell you. 
What’s atypical is that she found help in a 
brand new way of helping victims of domestic 
violence. Her boyfriend started hitting her. 
She tried to break up with him, and he began 
to stalk her. In other words, he was not only 
abusing her one way, he decided to abuse 
her another as well. And she went to the au-
thorities and got a restraining order, which, 
as the experts will tell you, sometimes it 
works and sometimes it didn’t, because in 
her case, the boyfriend continued to harass 
her, just wouldn’t leave her alone. You can 
imagine the fear she felt. He pled guilty to 
charges, but he still stalked and haunted her 
mind. 

And then she discovered the center. They 
helped her get counseling. They got another 
restraining order. A victims advocate joined 
her and her dad in court. In other words, 
she got all the help she needed. I can imagine 
the relief that she must have felt when some-
body who heard the call to love a neighbor 
did just that. The guy ended up in—behind 
bars, which was the right thing to do, and 
I congratulate the San Diego law enforce-
ment officers. But more important, she got 
to remember what life was like without her 
misery. Those are her words, not mine. She 
found compassion. 

The funding I’ve set aside will help begin 
a national movement toward more of these 
centers. Twelve will be funded through this 
initiative. When they work, there’s another 
twelve and maybe even more. Maybe we can 
escalate the request. But the point is, we 
have found what can work in order to provide 
efficient help, to channel the compassion so 
somebody can get their life back together. 
So I want to thank you for coming, Casey. 
Good job. You’re doing your duty as a public 
servant. 

The second initiative will expand the good 
work of community and faith-based groups 
as they provide counseling and mentoring 
and other services to children who have wit-
nessed domestic violence. The children who 
witness domestic violence are prone to de-
pression and anxiety. That’s natural. You 
could imagine what it would be like for a 
little child to witness such an act. They need 
help and love. We have a moral obligation 
in our society to help relieve the suffering 
and to show that there is a better life. 

I like to remind people, you know, that—
I wish Government could make people love 
one another. I would sign the piece of legisla-
tion. [Laughter] But I know that there are 
loving people who are willing to love. It’s a—
by the way, a lot of times it’s from a higher 
law; it’s not the law of government. And so 
what we want to do is spend $5 billion—
$5 million this year on initiatives—[laugh-
ter]—a million here, a million there. [Laugh-
ter] Let’s start small—what do you think—
[laughter]—to start an initiative called Safe 
and Bright Futures for Children. That’s what 
we want to start. The Department of Health 
and Human Services will provide funding to 
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community and faith-based groups to help 
children escape the cycle of violence, to get 
counseling, to get mentoring, to become in-
volved in healthy activities like sports or 
scouting or community services. 

The money will support programs at sites 
all across America. We believe it will be—
make a difference in lives. One such program 
is run by the Reverend Cheryle Albert, who 
is with us today. She works with Safe Haven 
Interfaith Partnership Against Domestic Vio-
lence in Boston, Massachusetts. Probably 
rooting for the Red Sox, aren’t you? [Laugh-
ter] She teaches congregations about domes-
tic violence. She helps train them to help 
troubled families through crisis intervention 
and counseling. Here’s what she says: ‘‘The 
power behind domestic violence is that it’s 
a secret. We work with the faith community 
because we feel it’s the best way to break 
the silence.’’

When men and women face violence and 
injustice, it is important for our Government 
to understand that oftentimes they turn to 
their churches or synagogues or mosques for 
help, as they should. These are places of love. 
They exist because of love. They are wise 
to do so, and our Government should not 
fear the faith-based programs which help 
save lives. Matter of fact, we ought to wel-
come the faith-based programs into helping 
people who suffer. 

Oftentimes, it requires faith to help heal 
a heart and to help bring a bright future into 
some child’s life. This initiative welcomes the 
faith-based programs all across our society. 
This initiative takes taxpayers’ money to en-
courage faith-based programs to become im-
portant partners in the fight against domestic 
violence. 

I am not the least bit hesitant to encourage 
our Government to use Federal tax money 
to rally the armies of compassion which exist 
in every society in America. We must not 
fear faith in America. We must welcome faith 
in America to help solve our problems. 

Now, to the stamp. And the stamp will be 
placed out in the hall; you can see it on the 

way out. The Safe and Bright Futures pro-
gram will be supported by the sales of the 
stamp. There have been three such stamps. 
This is the third where the revenues col-
lected from the sales of the stamps, designed 
by one of our Nation’s budding artists—
[laughter]—will be—will use that money. 
And as I understand it, the stamp is for sale 
today? That’s why the head of the Post Office 
is here. [Laughter] 

Audience member. Buy them. 
President Bush. Buy them? Well, and so 

anybody who wants to support effective pro-
grams in our fight against domestic violence 
ought to buy the stamp. The money goes to 
these programs, and it’s a great way for peo-
ple to use the mail and to express their de-
sires to make their communities a better 
place. 

I want to thank you all for coming today. 
I want to thank you for your commitment. 
For those who are involved with saving lives, 
it’s a hard job. It’s got to be hard to provide 
a shoulder onto which someone can cry or 
a sympathetic ear for some child who won-
ders what their future is like. That can only 
be accomplished, however, when loving 
Americans hear the call. If any American is 
interested in serving, one good way to do so 
is to become involved in these programs that 
are saving lives as a result of the brutal crime 
of domestic violence. 

The strength of our country is not our mili-
tary. It’s not our wallet. The strength of our 
country is the heart and soul of the American 
people. And today I’m honored to be in the 
presence of Americans who serve your coun-
try and your community by helping people 
who have been hurt. 

May God bless your work. May God bless 
those who are victims of domestic violence. 
And may God continue to bless our country. 
Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:13 p.m. in the 
East Room at the White House.
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Proclamation 7717—National 
Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month, 2003
October 8, 2003

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Across our country, domestic violence 

traumatizes victims, endangers children, 
harms families, and threatens communities. 
According to the most recent report from the 
Department of Justice, there were almost 
700,000 incidents of domestic violence in 
2001. Approximately one-third of women 
who are murdered each year are killed by 
their current or former husband or partner. 
Children who are subjected to domestic vio-
lence too often grow up to inflict violence 
on others, creating a cycle of violence that 
must be stopped. During National Domestic 
Violence Awareness Month, we renew our 
Nation’s commitment to prevent and punish 
the perpetrators of this despicable crime and 
bring hope and healing to those affected by 
it. 

In some communities across our country, 
law enforcement, medical, and legal services 
for domestic violence victims are frag-
mented, requiring victims to travel to several 
different places to receive the help and treat-
ment they need. Comprehensive service cen-
ters for domestic violence victims and their 
dependents enable health and justice profes-
sionals to better serve those in need. My Ad-
ministration supports efforts to provide a 
wide variety of victim services in one loca-
tion, including medical care, counseling and 
social services, law enforcement and legal re-
sources, faith-based services, employment as-
sistance, and housing assistance. 

Local nonprofit and faith-based programs 
and their volunteers also offer critical assist-
ance and support to victims in need—help 
that may not otherwise be available. In Au-
gust of this year, the dedicated advocates at 
the Federally supported National Domestic 
Violence Hotline answered their one mil-
lionth call for help. Volunteers who want to 
help victims in the local community can find 
more information at the USA Freedom 

Corps Volunteer Network (located at 
www.usafreedomcorps.gov). 

My Administration is fighting domestic vi-
olence and strengthening services for victims 
and their dependents by supporting local and 
private efforts and securing historic levels of 
funding for the Violence Against Women 
programs at the Department of Justice. In 
fiscal year 2002, we spent $390 million to 
prevent domestic violence and help victims, 
which represented an approximately $100 
million increase in funding. Since then, we 
have continued to provide a similar level of 
funding, and cities and towns across America 
are using this money to strengthen their re-
sponses to the victims of domestic violence, 
sexual assault, and stalking. The Federal 
commitment to domestic violence has made 
it possible for women to seek relief from 
abuse and reclaim their dignity and their 
lives. Moreover, Federal prosecutions in 
cases involving violence against women in-
creased by 35 percent in 2002. 

Today is the first day of issue for the U.S. 
Postal Service Stop Family Violence postage 
stamp, which will raise money to support the 
national fight against domestic violence. On 
behalf of families and communities across 
America, I call on all citizens to help raise 
public awareness about how to prevent, rec-
ognize, and stop domestic violence. I applaud 
the commitment of all those who are helping 
to improve the lives of domestic violence sur-
vivors and their families. Working together, 
we can continue to find better solutions to 
this national problem. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim October 2003 as 
National Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month. I urge all Americans to help victims 
of domestic violence and to work together 
to address this tragic problem. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this eighth day of October, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand three, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-eighth. 

George W. Bush 
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[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., October 10, 2003] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on October 14. The Office of the 
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language 
version of this proclamation.

Remarks at the Republican National 
Committee Presidential Gala 
October 8, 2003

Thank you all for coming. Go ahead and 
be seated, unless you don’t have seat. 
[Laughter] I’m honored you all are here. I 
appreciate your warm welcome. I thank you 
for your strong support and friendship. I 
thank you for your contributions. I thank you 
for your grassroots work. I thank you for your 
prayers. There’s a lot of happy folks here to-
night. There’s some Cubs fans. There’s some 
Red Sox fans, and there are some happy peo-
ple from California. 

I am so glad that Laura came with me to-
night. As you know, she’s back home from 
an official trip. She went to Russia to help 
them with literacy. She went to France. 
[Laughter] You may have seen the picture 
in the newspaper. [Laughter] Last time I was 
in France, I got a nice welcome but nothing 
like that. [Laughter] Laura is a great First 
Lady. I’m really proud of her. 

I want to thank my friend Ed Gillespie 
for leading our great party. He could be 
doing a lot of other things. There’s no doubt 
we picked the right man to lead us into this 
election year. I appreciate the fact that 
Cathy, his fine wife, is supporting Ed in this 
really important mission. 

I not only want to thank Ed, I want to 
thank all of the RNC members who are here, 
all the county officials, all the grassroots ac-
tivists. We’re going to win in 2004. I appre-
ciate your support. I appreciate the friend-
ship of all those on the stage here tonight 
who helped set a record. It’s important to 
be well funded as you go into a campaign, 
and you’ve made it possible. 

I want to thank my friend Al Hoffman and 
his wife, Dawn, for their longtime friendship. 
I want to thank Ann Wagner, our party co-
chairman. I want to thank the gala cochair-
men, Brad Freeman and David Girard-

diCarlo and Carl Linder. I want to thank all 
those who worked hard to make this event 
go so successfully. 

I appreciate Monsignor Marc Filacchione 
who is here, the chaplain from the New York 
City Fire Department. I want to thank Lieu-
tenant Kim Royster from New York—from 
the New York City Police Department. I’m 
really thankful you brought your Governor 
with you, a great Governor in George Pataki. 

I want to thank the Wright Touch Orches-
tra, Jonathan Yeaworth and Michael Israel, 
as well as Michael Feinstein for providing 
entertainment here tonight. 

I know we’ve got Members of the United 
States Congress with us. I had a meeting 
right before I came here with Speaker Denny 
Hastert. He told me that he wasn’t able to 
make it. He said he’s heard me speak before. 
[Laughter] But he is a great Speaker. He is 
a great leader for the United States Congress. 

I appreciate Tom DeLay and Roy Blunt 
and all the House Members who are here. 
I also know that Bill Frist, the Senate major-
ity leader, is here as well. What a class act 
he is. 

I’ve got two goals in ’04. One is slightly 
selfish. [Laughter] And the other is to make 
sure that Denny Hastert remains the Speaker 
of the House and Bill Frist the leader of the 
Senate. 

It is in our Nation’s interest that Hastert 
remain the Speaker and Bill Frist the major-
ity leader. These are strong leaders. They 
have led the Congress in a lot of important 
matters. We’ve achieved a lot of results to-
gether, results that are good for Republicans 
and Democrats and Independents, results 
that are good for all Americans. 

You know, I wasn’t sure what to expect 
when I became your President. I was certain 
there would be some challenges. I wasn’t ex-
actly sure what to expect, but I knew there 
was going to be some problems to solve. And 
therefore, I knew I needed to surround my-
self with really strong, competent, capable 
people. I’ve assembled a great administration 
of Americans from all walks of life who have 
put their country above self. 

This country is blessed to have a great Vice 
President in Dick Cheney. I listen to a great 
national security team and a great domestic 
policy team. Some of my members—some 
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of the members of my Cabinet are here to-
night. The Secretary of Interior, Gale Nor-
ton, is with us. The Secretary of Agriculture, 
Ann Veneman, is with us. The Secretary of 
Commerce, Don Evans, is with us. The Sec-
retary of Labor, Elaine Chao, is with us. And 
the Secretary of Energy, Spence Abraham, 
is with us. Thank you all for coming, and 
thank you for a job well done. 

I knew we would face challenges, and I 
was right. We’re at war. We face an enemy 
that cannot stand what America stands for. 
We love freedom. We love the right for peo-
ple to worship freely, to speak freely. And 
we’re not going to change, and neither will 
they. We got attacked on September the 
11th, and this Nation must never forget the 
lessons of September the 11th. 

We must never forget the lives lost. We 
must never forget the fact that oceans no 
longer protect us from an enemy which hates 
us. We must never forget the nature of our 
enemy. These people are nothing but cold-
blooded killers. They’ve hijacked a great reli-
gion and kill innocent men, women, and chil-
dren. They know no law. They know no rules. 
We must remember that the best way to deal 
with this enemy is to stay on the offensive. 
We must not tire. We must not weary. We 
must not be afraid. 

This administration is leading the world to 
make the world more secure. We have a sol-
emn duty, not only to our homeland but to 
help others who embrace freedom. History 
has called us into action, and we will not let 
history down. We must remember that one 
of the lessons of September the 11th is these 
killers will try to find safe harbor. And that’s 
why I laid out a new doctrine for American 
foreign policy. It said, ‘‘If you harbor a ter-
rorist, if you feed a terrorist, if you hide a 
terrorist, you’re just as guilty as the terror-
ists.’’

It’s important, as you begin to make the 
case for this administration, that not only do 
we lay out doctrine, but more importantly, 
we enforce doctrine. And the Taliban found 
out what we meant. Because of the bravery 
of our troops in Afghanistan, America is more 
secure, the world is more peaceful, and the 
people of that country are now free. 

One of the important lessons of September 
the 11th, 2001, is that our country must deal 

with gathering threats before they mate-
rialize, before they come back to haunt us. 
And that’s what we did in Iraq. We saw a 
gathering threat, a man who had possessed 
and used weapons of mass destruction on his 
own people, a man who sponsored terror, a 
man who is a danger in the region in which 
he lived. 

But it wasn’t just us who recognized a 
threat. Free nations recognized the threat. 
The United Nations passed resolution after 
resolution after resolution calling upon Mr. 
Saddam Hussein to disclose his weapons and 
to disarm. And finally, in Security Council 
Resolution 1441, led by the United States, 
he was told that he had one final chance to 
disarm—disclose what he had and disarm, or 
there would be serious consequences. The 
world spoke. He chose defiance, and Saddam 
Hussein is no more. 

The lessons of September the 11th are les-
sons we must not forget. I was not about to 
leave the security of the American people in 
the hands of a madman. I was not going to 
stand by and wait and trust the sanity and 
restraint of Mr. Saddam Hussein. 

So our coalition acted, and we acted in one 
of the swiftest and most humane military 
campaigns in history. Iraq is free. America 
is more secure. Since the liberation of Iraq, 
our investigators have found evidence of a 
clandestine network of biological labora-
tories, advanced design work on prohibited 
long-range missiles, an elaborate campaign 
to hide these illegal programs. 

There’s a lot more to investigate. Yet it 
is now undeniable—undeniable—that Sad-
dam Hussein was in clear violation of United 
Nations Security Council Resolution 1441. It 
is undeniable that Saddam Hussein was a de-
ceiver and a danger. The Security Council 
was right to demand that Saddam disarm. 
And America was right to enforce that de-
mand. 

Thanks to our brave troops and a coalition 
of nations, America is now more secure, the 
world is more peaceful, and Iraq is free. Iraq 
is a free of a brutal dictator. Iraq is free of 
the man who caused there to be mass graves. 
Iraq is free of rape rooms and torture cham-
bers. Iraq is free of a brutal thug. America 
did the right thing. 
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One of the problems we faced when we 
came was that morale in our military was be-
ginning to suffer. So this administration 
worked with the Congress to pass new budg-
ets for our defense, budgets that would meet 
the threats of a new era. And today, nobody 
in this world can question the skill and the 
spirit and the strength of the United States 
military. In order to win this war on terror, 
our military must be strong. I will keep the 
United States military strong. 

We faced another problem. You might re-
member that in March of 2000, the stock 
market began to decline, and right about the 
time we got sworn in, the country was headed 
into a recession. That’s a problem. That’s a 
challenge, mainly a challenge for people who 
want to work. It’s a challenge for those who 
have got to put bread on the table for their 
families. 

And just as the economy was kind of get-
ting better, thanks to a historic tax cut, the 
enemy hit us. September the 11th hurt, but 
we’re dealing with that. I said then that it 
didn’t matter how long it’s going to take, 
those who inflicted harm on America would 
be brought to justice, and that’s precisely 
what we’re doing. 

The battles in Afghanistan and Iraq af-
fected consumer confidence. Corporate 
scandals affected consumer confidence. But 
we acted. We weren’t timid. We did what 
we thought was right. We not only passed 
one tax relief package for the American peo-
ple, we passed two, because we know when 
you have more money in your pocket, it’s 
your choice to save or to spend or invest. 
More money means more growth, and more 
growth means more jobs. 

There’s more to do. We need to make sure 
we open up markets for America’s entre-
preneurs and farmers and ranchers. And 
while we open up markets, this administra-
tion will make sure that trade is not only free 
but it is fair. 

We need an energy plan. We need reliable 
sources of energy. For the sake of national 
security and economic security, we need to 
be less reliant on foreign sources of energy. 

We need tort reform, and we’ve got to 
make sure that there’s certainty in the Tax 
Code. This tax relief we passed, because of 
a quirk in the rules, will go away. For the 

sake of economic vitality, for the sake of job 
creation, the Congress must make the tax re-
lief permanent. 

This administration has got a strong agen-
da to keep this Nation secure and pros-
perous. And we lead. We’re willing to stake 
out the high ground and lead. My job as your 
President is to set great goals worthy of a 
great nation. 

First, this country is committed to expand-
ing the realm of freedom and peace, not only 
for our own security but for the benefit of 
the world. It is essential that this Nation not 
grow weary in the war on terror. It’s essential 
that we remain determined and strong. You 
see, the enemies want to create a sense of 
fear and intrepidation. They don’t under-
stand America like I know America. This Na-
tion will not be intimidated. We will continue 
our war on terror until this threat to civiliza-
tion is removed. 

But the war on terror is more than just 
chasing down the killers or holding tyrants 
to account. The war on terror—our security 
comes in the war on terror from the spread 
of human liberty. See, free nations do not 
develop weapons of mass destruction. Free 
nations do not intimidate their neighbors. 
Free nations are peaceful nations. And so one 
of the missions of this administration is to 
spread freedom. I understand that freedom 
is the deepest need and hope of every heart. 
And I believe that freedom is the right of 
every person and the future of every nation. 
And that’s exactly what we’re now doing in 
Iraq. We believe that freedom is not Amer-
ica’s gift to the world, we believe that free-
dom is God’s gift to each and every indi-
vidual. 

And so we’re working in Iraq, working with 
other nations to make sure that Iraq is free 
and peaceful. Terrorists don’t like that. Free-
dom is a threat. Freedom contradicts their 
way of life. A free Iraq in the middle of the 
Middle East will change the world. This is 
historic times. This Nation will stay the 
course until Iraq is free and peaceful and 
prosperous. 

And in our own country, we must work 
for a society of prosperity and compassion—
and compassion—so that every single citizen 
has a chance to work and succeed and realize 
the great promise of this country. That starts 
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with making sure that everybody can find 
work. This administration understands the 
role of Government is not to create wealth 
but an environment in which the entre-
preneur can flourish, in which small busi-
nesses grow to be big businesses. We will 
stay with our pro-growth policy until our fel-
low citizens can find a job. 

We understand that a compassionate and 
hopeful tomorrow requires that every child 
be educated. We have led on this issue. We 
called for Congress to pass historic education 
reforms, and they responded. And now, in 
return for record amounts of Federal money, 
we expect every public school in America to 
teach the basics. 

And we say, ‘‘You must measure to show 
us whether or not a child can read or write 
and add and subtract. And if they can’t, there 
will be extra resources to help that child.’’ 
But at some point in time, if a child is 
trapped in a school which will not teach and 
will not change, we believe the parent ought 
to have different options to liberate that 
child. No child should be left behind in 
America. 

A hopeful tomorrow—make sure America 
keeps its promises. We have led on the issue 
of Medicare. The House passed a bill. The 
Senate passed a bill. They’re working out dif-
ferences to give seniors more choices, more 
options, just like the Members of Congress 
have, and at the same time, prescription drug 
coverage. Congress needs to come together 
and get a good Medicare bill to my desk. 

There are a lot of ways to make sure Amer-
ica remains hopeful, a prosperous economy, 
good health care, a great education system. 
But we must remember that in our society, 
there are some who seem hopelessly lost, 
some who hurt, some who are lonely. Gov-
ernment can pass out money, but it cannot 
put hope in a person’s heart or a sense of 
purpose in a person’s life. And that’s why the 
job of the President is to capture the great 
spirit of our country, to call people to service. 

I recognize that our strength is not in our 
armies or in our pocketbooks. Our strength 
is in the hearts and souls of American citi-
zens, people from all faiths, all walks of life, 
whether they be Christian, Jew, or Muslim, 
or Hindu, people have heard the universal 
call to love a neighbor just like they’d like 

to be called themselves. No, that’s our 
strength. 

In order to make sure this country meets 
the great goal of hope and respect and de-
cency, the President must be willing to rely 
upon the strength of the country. And that’s 
why I put forth a Faith-Based Initiative, rec-
ognizing that in our houses of worship of all 
faiths, we find love and compassion and de-
cency. 

There are some whose problems can only 
be solved when a brother or sister puts their 
arm around you and says, ‘‘I love you. What 
can I do to help you? I want to mentor you. 
I want to teach you how to read. I’ll provide 
food if you’re hungry, shelter if you need a 
place to stay.’’ No, the strength of this coun-
try is the heart and soul of the American peo-
ple, the decency, the compassion, the sol-
diers in the armies of compassion. 

There’s no question in my mind that 
America will be a hopeful place. And there’s 
no question in my mind that with your help, 
in November of 2004 we will win a great 
victory and will continue to work to keep 
America strong and secure and prosperous 
and free. 

Thank you all for coming. May God bless. 
God bless you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:53 p.m. at the 
Washington Hilton. In his remarks, he referred 
to Ed Gillespie, chairman, Ann Wagner, cochair-
man, and Al Hoffman, finance chairman, Repub-
lican National Committee; pianist and singer Mi-
chael Feinstein; and former President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq.

Remarks at Pease Air National 
Guard Base in Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire 
October 9, 2003

Thanks for coming. Thanks for such a 
warm welcome. I’m pleased to be back in 
the great State of New Hampshire again. And 
I’m honored to be with the Army and Air 
National Guard, and with reservists from 
every branch of our military. You are dem-
onstrating that duty and public service are 
alive and well in New Hampshire. You stand 
ready to defend your fellow citizens, and you 
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need to know your fellow citizens are grate-
ful. 

All of you are balancing jobs and your lives 
and public service. You care about your com-
munities, and you care about your country. 
Today I’m going to talk about two great prior-
ities for our country. We’ll promote eco-
nomic growth and create jobs for America, 
and we’ll wage the war on terror until it is 
won. 

I want to thank Major General Blair for 
the introduction and for putting up with my 
entourage. [Laughter] I want to thank his 
commander in chief, the Governor of the 
great State of New Hampshire, for joining 
us today, Governor Benson, and first lady 
Denise. I want to thank Major General Jo-
seph Simeone, Brigadier General John 
Weeden, Brigadier General Benton Smith, 
Colonel Protzmann—Carolyn Protzmann, 
Lt. Colonel Robert Monahan, and Lt. Colo-
nel Leroy Dunkelberger, State Command 
Sergeant Michael Rice, Command Chief 
Master Sergeant Ronald Nadeau. And thank 
you all. Thank you for coming to say hello. 
I’m honored that you are here. 

This State is fortunate to have an excellent 
Governor. You’re fortunate to have an excel-
lent congressional delegation as well. I’m 
proud to be here today with two fine United 
States Senators, my friend, Judd Gregg—and 
his wife, Cathy—and my friend John 
Sununu. Thank you, Senators, for being here. 
These Senators are strong supporters of your 
mission. They appreciate what you do. They 
vote for strong defense budgets because they 
know what I know, that any time we put our 
troops into harm’s way, you must have the 
best training, the best equipment, the best 
possible pay. Congressman Charlie Bass and 
Congressman Jeb Bradley, who are with us 
today, understand that as well. Thank the 
Congressmen for coming with me today. 
Thank you all for being here. 

My friend Ruth Griffin is here from the 
Executive Council of New Hampshire. 
Maureen Barrows is here as well. I appre-
ciate the local officials who have come—
State and local officials—to greet me and to 
be here with you today. 

I know that the New Hampshire Wildcat 
hockey players are here. I’d like to give you 

some advice, but I don’t know how to ice-
skate. [Laughter] 

Today when I landed, I met a lady named 
Cathy Rice. It’s important for me to herald 
the armies of the soldiers of compassion, peo-
ple I meet when I land in respective cities. 
It’s important because it helps our country 
understand our true strength is not our mili-
tary might or the size of our wallet. The true 
strength of America is the hearts and souls 
of fellow citizens who are willing to help peo-
ple who need help. 

You see, Cathy Rice supports—provides 
support services to hundreds of New Hamp-
shire National Guard families. She helps find 
babysitters and prepares meals and assists 
with paying bills, helps families when there’s 
a deployment. She knows people stay behind; 
they worry about their loved ones. She helps 
fill that void with love and compassion and 
care. She offers support to the New Hamp-
shire Army National Guard Family Volunteer 
Program. It’s an important service. It’s an im-
portant part of completing the mission. She 
does so because she cares about a fellow cit-
izen. 

I’m proud of Cathy. I’m proud of her 
heart. I want to thank her for her service 
and encourage each and every one of you 
to love a neighbor just like you’d like to be 
loved yourself. America’s strength is the 
heart and soul of our citizens. 

New Hampshire has had citizen soldiers 
since before America was a country. Militia 
and volunteers and guardsmen have served 
from the Revolution to the Civil War to 
World War II to Desert Storm. Honor and 
service and courage are great New Hamp-
shire traditions, and you’re upholding those 
traditions. We live in an era of new threats, 
and the citizens of New Hampshire are step-
ping forward to meet those dangers. 

Citizen soldiers have performed mid-air 
refueling missions for coalition forces in Iraq. 
You’re training members of the Afghan Na-
tional Army. You’re guarding suspected ter-
rorists at Guantanamo Bay, preparing for 
homeland security missions. Citizen soldiers 
are serving on every front on the war on ter-
ror, and you’re making your State and your 
country proud. 

Serving your country can bring sacrifice 
and uncertainty and separation. Your lives 
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can be changed in a moment, with a sudden 
call to duty. I want to thank you for your 
willingness to heed that important call. And 
I want to thank your families. I want to thank 
your sons and daughters, your husbands and 
wives, who share in your sacrifice, who are 
willing to sacrifice for our country, and who 
stand behind you. 

You’re serving at a time of testing for this 
Nation. And we’re meeting the tests of his-
tory. We’re defeating the enemies of free-
dom. We’re confronting the challenge to 
build prosperity for our country. Every test 
of America has revealed the character of 
America. And after the last 2 years, no one 
in the world, friend or foe, can doubt the 
will and the character and the strength of 
the American people. 

When you become the President, you can-
not predict all the challenges that will come. 
But you do know the principles that you 
bring to the office, and they should not 
change with time or with polls. I took this 
office to make a difference, not to mark time. 
I came to this office to confront problems 
directly and forcefully, not to pass them on 
to other Presidents and other generations. 
The challenges we face today cannot be met 
with timid actions or bitter words. Our chal-
lenges will be overcome with optimism and 
resolve and confidence in the ideals of Amer-
ica. 

Because we believe in our free enterprise 
system, we can be confident in our econo-
my’s future. Our economy has been through 
a lot. When I took office, the stock market 
had been declining for 9 months, and our 
economy was headed into recession. And just 
as we started to recover, the attacks of Sep-
tember the 11th struck another blow to our 
economy. And then investor confidence was 
shaken by scandals—scandals in corporate 
America, dishonest behavior we cannot and 
we will not tolerate in our country. And then 
we faced the uncertainty that preceded the 
battles of Afghanistan and Iraq. 

No, we’ve been through a lot. But we 
acted. We led. We acted to overcome these 
challenges and acted on principle. Govern-
ment doesn’t create wealth. The role of Gov-
ernment is to create the kind of conditions 
where risktakers and entrepreneurs can in-
vest and grow and hire new workers. We 

acted to create the conditions for job growth 
so people can find work. When Americans 
have more take-home pay, more money in 
their pocket to spend or save or invest, the 
whole economy grows, and people are more 
likely to find a job. So I twice led the United 
States Congress to pass historic tax relief for 
the American people. 

We wanted tax relief to be broad and fair 
as possible, so we reduced taxes on everyone 
who pays income taxes. We have a Tax Code 
that penalizes marriage. That doesn’t make 
sense. [Laughter] So we reduced the mar-
riage penalty. It costs a lot to raise children—
we understand that in Washington, DC—and 
it costs a lot to pay for their education. So 
we increased the child credit to $1,000 per 
child. And when we said, ‘‘The check was 
in the mail,’’ we meant it. 

We recognize that it’s counterproductive 
to discourage investment, especially during 
an economic recovery. So we quadrupled the 
expense deduction for small-business invest-
ment and cut tax rates on dividends and cap-
ital gains. 

It is unfair to tax the estates of people—
people leave behind after a lifetime of saving 
or building a small business or running a 
farm. When you leave this world, the IRS 
shouldn’t follow you. [Laughter] So we’re 
phasing out the Federal death tax. 

I proposed and signed these measures to 
help individuals and help families, but I did 
so as well to help small businesses. See, most 
small-business owners pay taxes under the in-
dividual tax rates, and therefore, when we 
cut all rates, small businesses benefit. We 
help mom-and-pops and start-ups and small 
businesses by allowing higher expense de-
ductions. 

The reason I did so is because I under-
stand small businesses create most of the new 
jobs in America. If we’re worried about job 
creation, if we want there to be jobs for 
America, we must encourage small busi-
nesses. See, small businesses are the first 
to—usually the first to take risk, the first to 
hire new people. By helping small busi-
nesses, we help the entire economy. 

These actions are helping people across 
this State. We’ve cut taxes on 112,000 small-
business owners in New Hampshire. We’ve 
reduced the marriage penalty for 192,000 
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couples. We’ve increased the child credit for 
124,000 families. See, I know this: I know 
that New Hampshire citizens can spend their 
money better than the people in Washington, 
DC. 

We’re following a clear and consistent eco-
nomic strategy, and I’m confident about our 
future. Last month this economy exceeded 
expectations and added net new jobs. Infla-
tion is low. After-tax incomes are rising. 
Homeownership is at record highs. And pro-
ductivity is high, and it is rising as well. Fac-
tory orders, particularly for high-tech equip-
ment, have risen over the last several months. 
Our strategy has set the stage for sustained 
growth. By reducing taxes, we kept a prom-
ise, and we did the right thing at the right 
time for the American economy. 

We’re moving forward, but we are not sat-
isfied. We can’t be satisfied so long as we 
have fellow citizens who are looking for work. 
I understand that here in New Hampshire, 
one out of every five jobs have been lost in 
the manufacturing sector. That’s an issue we 
must deal with. We must act boldly from this 
point forward to create jobs for America. So 
I want Congress to join me in a six-point plan 
to encourage job creation. 

First, we must help small businesses grow 
and hire by controlling the high cost of health 
care. I have laid out a plan to do so. 

We must confront the junk lawsuits that 
are harming a lot of good and honest busi-
nesses. I have laid out a plan to do so. 

We must have a sound national energy pol-
icy. We must keep the lights on and make 
America less dependent on foreign sources 
of energy. 

We must continue to cut useless Govern-
ment regulations that choke job creation. We 
must work for a free trade policy that opens 
up markets and levels the playing field for 
American workers and manufacturing com-
panies. 

And we need to make sure the tax relief 
we passed doesn’t disappear in future years. 
Now, you’re wondering why I would say that. 
Well, because of a quirk in the legislation, 
the tax cuts that we passed are scheduled 
to go away unless we act. See, the child credit 
goes away in a couple of years. In other 
words, you get the $1,000 now; it’s going 
down to $700 in a couple years—unless the 

Congress acts. The death penalty which is 
scheduled to go away comes back unless the 
Congress acts. 

You see, when we passed tax relief, I know 
most Americans did not expect to see higher 
taxes come back through the back door. I 
also understand for job creation, it’s impor-
tant to have certainty in the Tax Code. Peo-
ple have got to be able to plan. And so if 
Congress is really interested in job creation, 
they will make the tax cuts we passed perma-
nent. 

And as we overcome our challenges to the 
economy, we’re answering great threats to 
our security. September the 11, 2001, moved 
our country to grief and moved our country 
to action. We made a pledge that day, and 
we have kept it: We will bring the guilty to 
justice; we will take the fight to the enemy. 

We now see our enemy clearly. The terror-
ists plot in secret. They target the innocent. 
They defile a great religion. They hate every-
thing this Nation stands for. These com-
mitted killers will not be stopped by negotia-
tions; they won’t respond to reason. The ter-
rorists who threaten America cannot be ap-
peased. They must be found. They must be 
fought, and they must be defeated. 

This is a new kind of war, and we must 
adjust. It’s a new kind of war, and America 
is following a new strategy. We’re not waiting 
for further attacks. We’re striking our en-
emies before they can strike us again. We’ve 
taken unprecedented steps to protect our 
homeland. And for those of you who are here 
who are on the frontlines of homeland pro-
tection, thank you. Thank you for what you’re 
doing. 

Yet wars are won on the offensive, and our 
friends and America are staying on the offen-
sive. We’re finding them. We’re on the hunt. 
We’re rolling back the terrorist threats, not 
on the fringes of its influence but at the heart 
of its power. We’re making good progress. 
We’re hunting the Al Qaida terrorists wher-
ever they hide, from Pakistan to the Phil-
ippines to the Horn of Africa to Iraq. Nearly 
two-thirds of Al Qaida’s known leaders have 
been captured or killed. Our resolve is firm; 
our resolve is clear: No matter how long it 
takes, all who plot against America will face 
the justice of America. 
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We have sent a message understood 
throughout the world, ‘‘If you harbor a ter-
rorist, if you support a terrorist, if you feed 
a terrorist, you are just as guilty as the terror-
ists.’’ And the Taliban found out what we 
meant. Thanks to our great military, Afghani-
stan is no longer a safe haven for terror, the 
Afghan people are free, and the people of 
America are more secure from attack. 

And we have fought the war on terror in 
Iraq. The regime of Saddam Hussein pos-
sessed and used weapons of mass destruc-
tion, sponsored terrorist groups, and inflicted 
terror on its own people. Nearly every nation 
recognized and denounced this threat for 
over a decade. Last year, the U.N. Security 
Council—in Resolution 1441—demanded 
that Saddam Hussein disarm, prove his disar-
mament to the world, or face serious con-
sequences. The choice was up to the dictator, 
and he chose poorly. 

I acted because I was not about to leave 
the security of the American people in the 
hands of a madman. I was not about to stand 
by and wait and trust in the sanity and re-
straint of Saddam Hussein. So our coalition 
acted, in one of the swiftest and most hu-
mane military campaigns in history. And 6 
months ago today, the statue of the dictator 
was pulled down. 

Since the liberation of Iraq, our investiga-
tors have found evidence of a clandestine 
network of biological laboratories. They 
found advanced design work on prohibited 
longer-range missiles. They found an elabo-
rate campaign to hide these illegal programs. 
There’s still much to investigate, yet it is now 
undeniable that Saddam Hussein was in clear 
violation of United Nations Security Council 
Resolution 1441. It is undeniable that Sad-
dam Hussein was a deceiver and a danger. 
The Security Council was right to demand 
that Saddam Hussein disarm, and we were 
right to enforce that demand. 

Who can possibly think that the world 
would be better off with Saddam Hussein 
still in power? Surely not the dissidents who 
would be in his prisons or end up in mass 
graves. Surely not the men and women who 
would fill Saddam’s torture chambers or the 
women in his rape rooms. Surely not the vic-
tims he murdered with poison gas. Surely not 
anyone who cares about human rights and 

democracy and stability in the Middle East. 
There is only one decent and humane reac-
tion to the fall of Saddam Hussein: Good rid-
dance! 

Now our country is approaching a choice. 
After all the action we have taken, after all 
the progress we have made against terror, 
there is a temptation to think the danger has 
passed. The danger hasn’t passed. Since Sep-
tember the 11th, the terrorists have taken 
lives. Since the attacks on our Nation that 
fateful day, the terrorists have attacked in Ca-
sablanca, Mombasa, Jerusalem, Amman, Ri-
yadh, Baghdad, Karachi, New Delhi, Bali, 
and Jakarta. The terrorists continue to plot 
and plan against our country and our people. 

America must not forget the lessons of 
September the 11th. America cannot retreat 
from our responsibilities and hope for the 
best. Our security will not be gained by timid 
measures. Our security requires constant vig-
ilance and decisive action. I believe America 
has only one option: We must fight this war 
until the work is done. 

We’re fighting on many fronts, and Iraq 
is now the central front. Saddam holdouts 
and foreign terrorists are trying desperately 
to undermine Iraq’s progress and to throw 
that country into chaos. The terrorists in Iraq 
believe that their attacks on innocent people 
will weaken our resolve. That’s what they be-
lieve. They believe that America will run 
from a challenge. They’re mistaken. Ameri-
cans are not the running kind. 

The United States did not run from Ger-
many and Japan following World War II. We 
helped those nations to become strong and 
decent, democratic societies that no longer 
waged war on America. And that’s our mis-
sion in Iraq today. We’re rebuilding 
schools—a lot of kids are going back to 
schools—reopening hospitals. Thousands of 
children are now being immunized. Water 
and electricity are being returned to the Iraqi 
people. Life is getting better. 

It’s a lot better than you probably think. 
Just ask people who have been there. They’re 
stunned when they come back—when they 
go to Iraq, and the stories they tell are much 
different from the perceptions that you’re 
being told life is like. 

You see, we’re providing this help not only 
because we’ve got good hearts but because 
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our vision is clear. A stable and democratic 
and hopeful Iraq will no longer be a breeding 
ground for terror, tyranny, and aggression. 
Free nations are peaceful nations. Our work 
in Iraq is essential to our own security, and 
no band of murderers or gangsters will stop 
that work or shake the will of America. 

Nearly every day in Iraq we’re launching 
swift, precision raids against the enemies of 
peace and progress. Helped by intelligence 
from Iraqis, we’re rounding up the enemy. 
We’re taking their weapons. We’re working 
our way through the famous deck of cards. 
We’ve already captured or killed 43 of the 
55 most wanted former Iraqi leaders, and the 
other 12 have a lot to worry about. [Laugh-
ter] Anyone who seeks to harm our soldiers 
can know that our soldiers are hunting for 
them. 

Our military is serving with great courage. 
Some of our best have fallen. We mourn 
every loss. We honor every name. We grieve 
with every family. And we will always be 
grateful that liberty has found such brave de-
fenders. 

In defending liberty, we are joined by 
more than 30 nations now contributing mili-
tary forces in Iraq. Great Britain and Poland 
are leading two multinational divisions. And 
in this cause, with fine allies, we’ve got the 
Iraqis as well. They care about the security 
of their country. They want to be free. They 
love freedom just like we love freedom. Last 
week, the first battalion of the New Iraqi 
Army completed its training. Within a year, 
Iraq will have a 40,000-member military 
force. Tens of thousands of Iraqi citizens are 
also guarding their own borders, defending 
vital facilities, and policing their own streets. 
Six months ago, the Iraqi people welcomed 
their liberation. Today, many Iraqis are 
armed and trained to defend their liberty. 

Our goal in Iraq is to leave behind a stable, 
self-governing society which will no longer 
be a threat to the Middle East or to the 
United States. We’re following an orderly 
plan to reach this goal. Iraq now has a Gov-
erning Council, which has appointed interim 
Government ministers. Once a constitution 
has been written, Iraq will move toward na-
tional elections. We want this process to go 
as quickly as possible, yet it must be done 
right. The free institutions of Iraq must stand 

the test of time. And a democratic Iraq will 
stand as an example to all the Middle East. 
We believe, and the Iraqi people will show, 
that liberty is the hope and the right of every 
land. 

Our work in Iraq has been long. It’s hard, 
and it’s not finished. We will stay the course. 
We will complete our job. And beyond Iraq, 
the war on terror continues. There will be 
no quick victory in this war. We will per-
severe, and victory is certain. 

I am confident of victory because I know 
the character of our military, shown in people 
like Master Sergeant Jack Negrotti of 
Plaistow, New Hampshire. Jake is a member 
of the New Hampshire Air National Guard 
who’s volunteered for overseas deployments 
3 times since September the 11th. He served 
in Pakistan, Afghanistan, and Iraq. Right now 
Jake is an airport manager at Baghdad Air-
port, helping make sure our military and hu-
manitarian operations move ahead. 

People like Jake Negrotti are showing what 
it means to be a patriot and a citizen. We’re 
honored to have Jake’s wife, Donna, and his 
children, Alicia and Christopher, with us 
here today. Next time you talk to Jake, 
Donna, you tell him his President appreciates 
his service, and his country is grateful. 

The war on terror has brought hardship 
and loss to our country, beginning with the 
grief of September the 11th. Let us also re-
member that the first victory in this war came 
on that same day, on a hijacked plane bound 
for the Nation’s Capital. Those men and 
women on Flight 93 took action, served their 
country, knowing they would die. They found 
incredible courage in their final moments to 
save the lives of others. In those moments 
and many times since, terrorists have learned 
that Americans are courageous and will not 
be intimidated. We will fight them with ev-
erything we have. 

Few are called to show the kind of valor 
seen on Flight 93 or on the field of battle. 
Yet all of us do share a calling, to be strong 
in adversity and to be unafraid in danger. 
We Americans have come through so much 
together, and we have much yet to do. If 
we’re patient, united, determined, our Na-
tion will prosper, and our Nation will win. 

May God bless you all. Thank you all very 
much. 
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NOTE: The President spoke at 9:50 a.m. In his 
remarks, he referred to Maj. Gen. John E. Blair, 
adjutant general, and Maj. Gen. Joseph K. 
Simeone, deputy adjutant general, New Hamp-
shire National Guard; Gov. Craig Benson of New 
Hampshire and his wife, Denise; Brig. Gen. John 
J. Weeden and Command Sgt. Maj. Michael Rice, 
New Hampshire Army National Guard; Brig. Gen. 
Benton ‘‘Chick’’ M. Smith, assistant adjutant gen-
eral, headquarters, and Lt. Col. Robert T. 
Monahan, New Hampshire Air National Guard; 
Col. Carolyn J. Protzmann, vice wing commander, 
Col. Leroy Dunkelberger II, and Wing Command 
Chief Master Sgt. Ronald H. Nadeau, 157th Air 
Refueling Wing, New Hampshire Air National 
Guard; Ruth L. Griffin, councilor, New Hamp-
shire Executive Council; Maureen Barrows, chair, 
Rockingham County Board of Commissioners; 
and former President Saddam Hussein of Iraq.

Remarks to the Greater Manchester 
Chamber of Commerce in 
Manchester, New Hampshire 
October 9, 2003

Thanks for the warm welcome. It’s good 
to be back in New Hampshire again. I’ve 
spent some quality time here. [Laughter] It’s 
good to see many of our friends. It seems 
like Manchester is a popular destination 
place these days—[laughter]—not just be-
cause the leaves are changing. [Laughter] 
This city was the scene of my first great vic-
tory in 2000, the perfect flip at the Presi-
dential Pancake Flip-off. [Laughter] I would 
suggest some of our other fellow Americans 
practice. [Laughter] 

I want to thank the Chamber and the Busi-
ness Industry Association for inviting me 
here today to talk about two great priorities 
of our country, to create jobs for America 
and to win the war on terror. 

I wish Laura was with me today. She sends 
her best wishes. You might remember that 
she has recently been on a diplomatic mis-
sion. She went to Russia, and she was in 
France. Perhaps you saw the picture—
[laughter]—of her in France. [Laughter] 
Last time I was in France, I got a nice wel-
come but nothing like that. [Laughter] She’s 
such great representative for our country. I’m 
really proud to call her wife. I love her dearly. 

I want to thank Raymond for his kind in-
troduction. I appreciate Harold Turner as 

well for letting me come. Thank you all for 
coming. I traveled from Pease Air Force Base 
with your fine Governor and First Lady, 
Denise. Craig, I’m proud to call you friend. 
Thank you for serving your great State. I’m 
also here with my buddy Judd Gregg and 
his wife, Kathy. Don’t mess with Kathy. 
[Laughter] 

I’m also honored to be here with a fine 
United States Senator, John Sununu. I ap-
preciate you coming, John. Congressmen 
Charlie Bass and Jeb Bradley flew down from 
Washington with me today. I know the mayor 
of Manchester and the mayor of Nashua are 
here with us today. I’m honored you are here. 
Members of the executive council are here; 
State representatives are here; State senators 
are here. The attorney general is here. There 
are a lot of people here that I need to thank. 
I appreciate you coming and giving me a 
chance to visit with you. 

When I landed today in Manchester, I met 
a fellow named Robert Perkins. He is one 
of the thousands of citizens who volunteer 
in your State. I like to point out people like 
Robert Perkins, because it gives me a chance 
to remind our fellow citizens that our true 
strength is not our military might. Our true 
strength is not the size of our wallet. The 
strength of this country is the heart and soul 
of fellow citizens who are willing to love a 
neighbor just like they’d like to be loved 
themselves. 

Robert Perkins volunteers at the Boys and 
Girls Club here in Manchester. He helped 
create the chapter in 1995. He has dedicated 
5 to 10 hours each week over the past 5 years. 
My call to our citizens is, in order to make 
America as hopeful and promising a place 
as possible, help somebody who hurts. Put 
your arm around somebody in need. And for 
those of you who already do so, like Robert 
Perkins, thank you for being patriots. 

Since I was last here, New Hampshire lost 
one of its finest citizens, Governor Hugh 
Gregg. He loved his country, and he served 
it well. He loved this State, and he believed 
in the common sense and wisdom of its peo-
ple. This tradition continues in his good fam-
ily. We honor Hugh Gregg’s memory, and 
my family was proud to be his friend. 

I began my visit this morning at Pease, 
with the New Hampshire Army and Air 
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Guardsmen and reservists from every branch 
of our military. New Hampshire guardsmen 
have served on every front of the war on ter-
ror, from Afghanistan to Iraq to protecting 
our homeland to guarding the detainees at 
Guantanamo Bay. I went to tell them how 
much I appreciated the fact that they are 
showing what it means to be patriots and citi-
zens. I told them that our country is grateful 
for their service. 

America is being tested. We’re being test-
ed abroad, and we are being tested here at 
home. And we’re meeting the tests of history. 
We’re defeating the enemies of freedom. 
And at the same time, we’re confronting 
challenges to build the prosperity of our Na-
tion. Every test of America has revealed the 
character of America. After 2 years, no one 
in the world, friend or foe, can doubt the 
strength or the will of the American people. 

When you become the President, you can’t 
predict all the challenges that will come. But 
you do know the principles you bring to of-
fice, and they should not change. They 
shouldn’t change with time, and they 
shouldn’t change with polls. I took this office 
to make a difference, not to mark time. I 
came to this office to confront problems di-
rectly and forcefully, not to pass them on to 
future Presidents and future generations. 

The challenges we face today cannot be 
met with timid actions or bitter words. Our 
challenges will be overcome with optimism 
and resolve and confidence in the ideals of 
our country. 

Because we believe in our free enterprise 
system, we can be confident in our econo-
my’s future. Our economy has been through 
a lot, been through some tough times. When 
I took office, the stock market had been de-
clining for 9 months, and the economy was 
headed into a recession. And just as we start-
ed to recover, the enemy attacked us on Sep-
tember the 11th, and that struck a blow to 
our economy. And then investor confidence 
was shaken by scandals in corporate Amer-
ica—dishonest behavior we cannot and we 
will not tolerate in our America. And then 
we faced the uncertainty that preceded the 
battles of Afghanistan and Iraq. 

We have acted to overcome all these chal-
lenges, and I’ve acted on principle. See, Gov-
ernment doesn’t create wealth. The role of 

Government is to create the conditions 
where risktakers and entrepreneurs can in-
vest and grow and therefore hire new work-
ers. I’ve acted to create the conditions for 
job growth. See, I understand that when 
Americans have more take-home pay to 
spend, to save, or invest, the whole economy 
grows, and someone is more likely to find 
a job. 

And so I twice led the United States Con-
gress to pass historic tax relief for the Amer-
ican people. We wanted tax relief to be as 
broad and as fair as possible, so we reduced 
taxes on everyone who pays taxes. I don’t 
think it makes sense to penalize marriage in 
the Tax Code. We want to reward and honor 
marriage. And so we reduced the marriage 
penalty. We understand it takes a lot of—
to raise a family and to educate a child, so 
we increased the child credit to $1,000. This 
summer I said the check would be in the 
mail, and it was. 

It’s counterproductive to discourage in-
vestment, especially during an economic re-
covery. So we quadrupled the expense de-
duction for small business investment and 
cut tax rates on dividends and capital gains. 
It is unfair to tax the estates people leave 
behind after a lifetime of saving and building 
up their business or running the family farm. 
When you leave the world, the IRS shouldn’t 
follow you. So we’re phasing out the Federal 
death tax. 

I proposed and signed these measures to 
help individuals and families, but I also know 
the effect it would have on small businesses. 
See, most small businesses in America pay 
taxes under the individual income tax rates. 
Most small businesses are sole proprietor-
ships or Subchapter S corporations, and so 
when you cut all taxes, you benefit the small-
business owner in America. And when you 
couple that with the higher expense deduc-
tions, we’ve really put the wind under the 
sails of small businesses. And that’s impor-
tant, because small businesses create most 
new jobs in our country. They’re usually the 
first to take risks and the first to hire new 
people. The tax relief plan we passed helps 
small businesses, which helps economic 
growth, which means it’s more likely some-
body is going to find a job. 
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The actions we’re taking are helping peo-
ple. We’ve cut the taxes on 112,000 small-
business owners in New Hampshire. We’ve 
reduced the marriage penalty for 192,000 
couples. We’ve increased the child tax credit 
for 124,000 families. I understand this, that 
New Hampshire citizens can better spend 
their own money than the people in Wash-
ington. 

We’re following a clear and consistent eco-
nomic strategy, and I’m confident about the 
future of this country. Last month, the econ-
omy exceeded expectations and added net 
new jobs. Inflation is low. After-tax incomes 
are rising. Homeownership is at record lev-
els. Productivity is high, and it is rising. Fac-
tory orders, particularly for high-tech equip-
ment, have risen over the last several months. 
Our strategy has set the stage for sustained 
growth. By reducing taxes, we kept a prom-
ise, and we did the right thing at the right 
time for the American economy. 

Just as our economy is coming around, 
some are saying now is the time to raise taxes. 
To be fair, they think any time is a good time 
to raise taxes. [Laughter] At least they’re con-
sistent. But I strongly disagree. A nation can-
not tax its way to growth or job creation. Tax 
relief has put this Nation on the right path, 
and I intend to keep this Nation on the path 
to prosperity. 

We are moving forward, but we cannot be 
satisfied. We can’t be satisfied, so long as we 
have fellow citizens who are looking for work. 
Here in New Hampshire, one out of every 
five jobs that have been lost are manufac-
turing jobs. And that’s a problem. I believe 
we must act boldly to stem the tide of job 
loss. So I’m asking Congress to join me in 
carrying out a six-point plan for jobs for 
America. 

Businesses are more likely to hire people 
if the health care for workers is affordable. 
We need to allow association health care 
plans, where small businesses can pool risk 
and gain the same bargaining power as big 
businesses. And in order to control health 
care costs, we need effective legal reform, 
medical liability reform at the Federal level. 

Defensive medicine against frivolous law-
suits runs up the Federal budgets. It in-
creases the cost of Medicare and Medicaid 
and veteran health benefits. Medical liability 

reform is a national problem that requires 
a national solution. The House has passed 
a good bill. It is stuck in the Senate. Senators 
must understand no one has been healed by 
a frivolous lawsuit in America. 

Unfair lawsuits are also harming a lot of 
good and honest employers. There are too 
many large settlements that leave plaintiffs 
with a small sum and lawyers with a fortune. 
Class actions and mass tort suits that reach 
across State lines should be tried in a Federal 
court so lawyers cannot shop around looking 
for a favorable judge. And most of the money 
in a judgment or settlement should go to 
those who have actually been harmed, not 
the lawyer. A good bill has passed the House. 
It is stuck in the Senate. We need class action 
tort reform out of the United States Senate. 

Our economy will grow stronger and cre-
ate more jobs if we have a sound national 
energy policy. The manufacturing sector of 
New Hampshire and around our country 
need reliable sources of energy. We need 
better infrastructure. We need to modernize 
the delivery of electricity and natural gas so 
cities and businesses and employers are not 
left in the dark. 

We’ll continue to give low-income people 
help with their fuel bills this winter. We must 
use our technology to develop plain and effi-
cient energy sources so we can sustain eco-
nomic growth and protect the environment. 
We need more energy production close to 
home. For the sake of national security and 
for the sake of economic security, America 
must be less dependent on foreign sources 
of energy. We passed a good bill out of the 
House and the Senate. They must come to-
gether and get a bill to my desk before they 
go home for Christmas. 

Most people will find jobs when employers 
don’t have to waste time and resources com-
plying with needless Government regula-
tions. For the sake of American workers, 
we’re cutting unnecessary rules and making 
some of the rules still on the books simpler 
to understand. This administration under-
stands that small-business owners should 
spend more time building companies and 
pleasing customers and less time filling out 
the endless forms the Federal Government 
requires. 
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To create jobs, we are pursuing free trade 
agreements that will open up markets for 
New Hampshire products. Last month, I 
signed trade agreements with Singapore and 
Chile, and we are working toward other free 
trade agreements across the globe. Expanded 
trade will help New Hampshire companies 
like Len-Tex and Warwick Mills and Tender 
to sell more goods, which will mean more 
jobs and better jobs for New Hampshire 
workers. I will insist that for free—not only 
will we have free trade but that there be a 
level playing field, that the people with whom 
we trade treat America fairly. I firmly believe 
that when the rules are fair, American work-
ers and entrepreneurs can compete with any-
body, anyplace, and anytime. 

There is one more thing we need to do. 
We need to make sure that all the tax relief 
we have passed doesn’t disappear in future 
years. See, there’s a quirk in the legislation. 
The tax cuts that we passed are scheduled 
to go away unless we act. The child credit 
will drop in several years. The death tax that 
we put to extinction will pop back up 10 years 
after enactment. In other words, there’s un-
certainty in the Tax Code. See, Americans 
hear about tax relief. They don’t expect to 
see higher taxes sneak through the back door. 
For the sake of job creation, for the sake of 
people looking for work, the United States 
Congress should make every one of the tax 
cuts we passed permanent. 

We have a responsibility to set good poli-
cies in Washington, and we are. Yet the real 
strength is found in the creativity and the 
entrepreneurial spirit of the American peo-
ple. The entrepreneurial spirit is strong in 
this country. It’s one of the great aspects of 
our national character. And that’s why I’m 
so confident about the future of our econ-
omy. 

Brain Stowell is here. He’s a second-gen-
eration entrepreneur based in Claremont, 
New Hampshire. I met Brian backstage. His 
family owned a cabinetmaking company 
called Crown Point Cabinetry, which started 
by his dad, Norm, in a garage, 25 years ago. 
Brian said, ‘‘If you talk about me, make sure 
you talk about my dad, Norm.’’

Now that business employs 90 people. 
From the garage to now being an employer 
of 90 people, that’s what America is all about. 

This year, four—this week, Brian added four 
new workers. Most new jobs in America are 
created by small-business owners. In the next 
21⁄2 years, he plans on adding 25 workers. 
Folks working now not only know they’ll have 
a job, but they’re about to be joined by other 
working with them. 

He says the tax cuts helped a lot. That’s 
his words, not mine. Because of tax relief, 
he’s putting more than $800,000 of his com-
pany’s money at work in new equipment. 
See, he’s made a decision. Tax relief, it cre-
ates demand. In a market-oriented economy, 
when there’s more demand, somebody meets 
that demand with a service or a product. And 
when somebody meets that demand with a 
service or a product, somebody is more likely 
to find work. 

He’s going to buy a new router, made in 
North Carolina. There’s a router-worker 
who’s going to be a—benefit from his deci-
sion caused by tax relief. He’s going to buy 
a sander made in Minnesota, spray booths 
made just outside of Boston, Massachusetts, 
a forklift made in Iowa, more than a dozen 
other pieces of equipment, nearly all of them 
made here in America. The tax relief encour-
aged Brian to make an investment. And when 
he makes an investment, not only will it help 
his company be more productive, the people 
who are making the equipment for Brian to 
purchase are more likely to find work and 
keep work. 

He’s an optimist. He’s an optimist because 
he believes in the people in this country. 
Here’s what he said. He said, ‘‘After Sep-
tember the 11th, everybody collectively held 
their breath, but our confidence has grown. 
We’ve turned a corner.’’ Confidence like that 
is well-founded. We live in a country that 
rewards big dreams and honest effort. My 
job is to keep the entrepreneurial spirit alive 
and well through good policy in Washington, 
DC. 

As we overcome challenges to our econ-
omy, we are also answering great threats to 
our security. September the 11th, 2001, 
moved our country to grief and moved our 
country to action. We made a pledge that 
day, and we have kept it. We’re bringing the 
guilty to justice. We’re taking the fight to the 
enemy. And we now see that enemy very 
clearly. The terrorists plot in secret. They kill 
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the innocent. They defile a great religion. 
And they hate everything America stands for. 
These committed killers will not be stopped 
by negotiations. They won’t respond to ther-
apy or to reason. The terrorists who threaten 
America cannot be appeased. They must be 
found; they must be fought; and they must 
be defeated. 

We are in a different kind of war than 
we’re used to. We’re in a new war, and it 
requires a new strategy. We’re not waiting 
for further attacks. We’re striking our en-
emies before they can strike us again. We’ve 
taken unprecedented steps to protect our 
homeland, yet wars are won on the offensive. 
And America and our friends are staying on 
the offensive. 

We are rolling back the terrorist threat, 
not on the fringes of its influence but at the 
heart of its power. We’re making good 
progress. We’re hunting the Al Qaida terror-
ists and their allies wherever they hide, from 
Pakistan to the Philippines to the Horn of 
Africa to Iraq. Nearly two-thirds of Al Qaida’s 
known leaders have been captured or killed. 
Our resolve is firm and clear: No matter how 
long it takes, all who plot against America 
will face the justice of America. 

We have sent a message understood 
throughout the world, ‘‘If you harbor a ter-
rorist, if you support a terrorist, if you feed 
a terrorist, you’re just as guilty as the terror-
ists.’’ And the Taliban found out what we 
meant. Thanks to our great military, Afghani-
stan is no longer a safe haven for terror. Af-
ghanistan is free. Many young girls now go 
to the school for the first time in Afghanistan, 
and the people of America are safer from 
attack. 

And we fought the war on terror in Iraq. 
The regime of Saddam Hussein possessed 
and used weapons of mass destruction. He 
sponsored terrorist groups, inflicted incred-
ible terror on his own people. Nearly every 
nation, every nation, recognized and de-
nounced this threat for over 10 years. The 
U.N. Security Council, in Resolution 1441, 
demanded that Saddam Hussein disarm, to 
prove his disarmament to the world or face 
serious consequences. The choice was up to 
the dictator. He chose poorly. 

I acted because I was not about to leave 
the security of the American people in the 

hands of a madman. I was not about to stand 
by and wait and trust in the sanity and re-
straint of Saddam Hussein. So in one of the 
swiftest and most humane military campaigns 
in history, we removed the threat. Six months 
ago today, the statue of the dictator was 
pulled down. 

Since the liberation of Iraq, our investiga-
tors have found evidence of a clandestine 
network of biological laboratories, advance 
design work on prohibited longer-range mis-
siles, an elaborate campaign to hide illegal 
weapons programs. There’s still much to in-
vestigate. Yet it is undeniable—undeniable—
that Saddam Hussein was in clear violation 
of the United Nations Security Council Reso-
lution 1441. It’s undeniable that Saddam 
Hussein was a deceiver and a danger. The 
Security Council was right to demand that 
Saddam disarm, and we were right to enforce 
that demand. 

Who can possibly think that the world 
would be better off with Saddam Hussein 
still in power? Surely not the dissidents who 
would be in his prisons or end up in his mass 
graves. Surely not the men and women who 
would fill Saddam’s torture chambers or rape 
rooms. Surely not the families of victims he 
murdered with poison gas. Surely not anyone 
who cares about human rights and democ-
racy and stability in the Middle East. There’s 
only one decent and humane reaction to the 
fall of Saddam Hussein: Good riddance! 

Our country faces a choice. After all the 
action we have taken, after all the progress 
we have made against terror, there is a temp-
tation to think that danger has passed. The 
danger hasn’t passed. Since September the 
11th, since that fateful day here in America, 
the terrorists have taken lives in Casablanca, 
Mombasa, Jerusalem, Amman, Riyadh, 
Baghdad, Karachi, New Delhi, Bali, and Ja-
karta. The terrorists continue to plot. They 
continue to plan against our country and our 
people. America must never forget the les-
sons of September the 11th. 

America cannot retreat from our respon-
sibilities and hope for the best. Our security 
will not be gained by timid measures. Our 
security requires constant vigilance and deci-
sive action. I believe America has only one 
option. We must fight this war until our work 
is done. 
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We’re fighting the war on terror on many 
fronts, and Iraq is now the central front. Sad-
dam holdouts and foreign terrorists are trying 
desperately—desperately—to undermine 
Iraq’s progress and throw the country into 
chaos. Terrorists in Iraq believe their attacks 
on innocent people will weaken our resolve. 
That’s what they believe. They believe we’ll 
run from a challenge. They’re mistaken. 
Americans are not the running kind. 

The United States did not run from Ger-
many and Japan following World War II. We 
helped those nations to become strong and 
decent and democratic societies that no 
longer wage war against America. And this 
is our mission in Iraq. We’re rebuilding 
schools. We’re rebuilding hospitals. Thou-
sands of young kids have received immuniza-
tions recently. We’re returning electricity 
and water to the good people of that country. 

We have pride in this help not only be-
cause our hearts are good, because our vision 
is clear. A stable and democratic and hopeful 
Iraq will no longer be a breeding ground for 
terror and tyranny and aggression. Free na-
tions are peaceful nations. Our work in Iraq 
is essential to our own security. And no band 
of murderers and gangsters will stop that 
work or shake the will of America. 

Nearly every day, we’re launching swift 
precision raids against the enemies of peace. 
Helped by intelligence from the Iraqis, we’re 
rounding up the enemy and taking their 
weapons. We’re working our way through the 
famous deck of cards. We’ve already cap-
tured or killed 43 of the 55 most wanted 
former Iraqi leaders. The other 12 have a 
lot to worry about. Anyone who seeks to 
harm our soldiers can know that our soldiers 
are hunting for them. Our military is serving 
with great courage. Some of the best have 
fallen. We mourn every loss. We honor every 
name. We grieve with every family. And we’ll 
always be grateful that liberty has found such 
brave defenders. 

In defending liberty, we are joined by 
more than 30 nations now contributing mili-
tary forces in Iraq. Great Britain and Poland 
are leading two multinational divisions. And 
in this cause with fine allies must be included 
the good people of Iraq. They want a peace-
ful country. They want security for their fam-
ilies. 

Last week, the first battalion of the new 
Iraqi army completed its training. Within a 
year, Iraq will have 40,000 members in their 
military force. Tens of thousands of Iraqi citi-
zens are guarding their own borders and de-
fending vital facilities and policing their own 
streets. We’re making good progress in Iraq. 
Six months ago, the Iraqi people welcomed 
their liberation, 6 short months ago. And 
today, many Iraqis are armed and trained to 
defend their own liberty. 

Our goal in Iraq is to leave behind a stable 
and self-governing society which will no 
longer be a threat to the Middle East or to 
the United States of America. We’re fol-
lowing an orderly plan to reach this goal. Iraq 
now has a Governing Council which has ap-
pointed interim government ministers. Once 
a constitution has been written, Iraq will 
move toward national elections. We want this 
process to go as quickly as possible. Yet, it 
must be done right. 

The free institutions of Iraq must stand 
the test of time. And a democratic Iraq will 
stand as an example to all the Middle East. 
I believe, and the Iraqi people will show, that 
liberty is the hope and the right of every land. 
I do not believe freedom is America’s gift 
to the world. Freedom is God’s gift to every 
individual in the world. 

Our work in Iraq has been long and hard, 
and it is not finished. We will stay the course. 
We will complete the task. And beyond Iraq, 
the war on terror continues. There will be 
no quick victory in the war on terror, but 
if we persevere, victory is certain. 

I’m confident of victory because I know 
the character of our country and our military, 
shown in the conduct of young men like 
Army Sergeant Matthew DeWitt of Hills-
boro, New Hampshire. While serving in Iraq, 
Sergeant DeWitt stepped forward to volun-
teer on a dangerous mission to root out Sad-
dam loyalists. In the fighting, he was seri-
ously wounded. He’s now receiving care at 
the Walter Reed Army Medical Center in 
Washington, DC. I was honored to visit him. 
He was awarded the Purple Heart. He 
doesn’t consider himself a hero. He just says, 
‘‘I was just doing my job.’’ Yet it is great peo-
ple like this 26-year-old from New Hamp-
shire who protect us. We count on them, and 
we’re proud of them. 
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The war on terror has brought hardship 
and loss to our country, beginning with the 
grief of September the 11th. Let us also re-
member that the first victory in this war on 
terror came that same day on a hijacked 
plane bound for the Nation’s Capital. Those 
men and women on Flight 93, knowing they 
would die, found the courage to use their 
final moments to save the lives of others. In 
those moments and many times since, terror-
ists have learned about the courage of Amer-
ica and that we will not be intimidated. We 
will fight them with everything we have. 

Few of us are called to show the kind of 
valor seen on Flight 93 or on the field of 
battle. Yet all of us share a calling to be strong 
in adversity and unafraid of danger. We 
Americans have come through so much to-
gether, yet there is a lot to do. And if we’re 
patient and united and determined, this Na-
tion will not only prosper; this Nation will 
be secure as we prevail in the war against 
terror. 

Thank you for letting me come today, and 
may God bless you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:03 p.m. at the 
New Hampshire Holiday Inn-Center of New 
Hampshire. In his remarks, he referred to Ray-
mond E. Pinard, chairman, board of directors, 
Greater Manchester Chamber of Commerce; 
Harold Turner, Jr., chairman, board of directors, 
Business and Industry Association; Gov. Craig 
Benson of New Hampshire and his wife, Denise; 
Mayor Robert A. Baines of Manchester; Mayor 
Bernard A. Streeter of Nashua; Peter W. Heed, 
New Hampshire attorney general; and former 
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq.

Proclamation 7718—Leif Erikson 
Day, 2003
October 9, 2003

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Traveling across the Atlantic as the first 

Nordic to lead an expedition to North Amer-
ica, Leif Erikson showed great courage in the 
face of danger. His actions marked the begin-
ning of a longstanding exchange of people, 
ideas, and innovations between North Amer-
ica and the Nordic nations of Denmark, Fin-

land, Iceland, Norway, and Sweden. As the 
United States celebrates Leif Erikson Day, 
we honor his historic voyage and give thanks 
for the many contributions of Nordic Ameri-
cans to our Nation, and of our Nordic allies. 

Since Leif Erikson’s voyage, millions of 
immigrants from the Nordic countries have 
come to America. As teachers, lawyers, 
judges, doctors, authors, athletes, artists, sci-
entists, and business people, and in many 
other occupations, Nordic Americans have 
contributed to America’s cultural, political, 
and economic strength. America has also 
benefited from the diplomatic relationships 
we have long enjoyed with the Nordic na-
tions. 

To honor Leif Erikson, Nordic-American 
heritage, and America’s continued relation-
ship with Nordic countries, the Congress, by 
joint resolution (Public Law 88–566) ap-
proved on September 2, 1964, has authorized 
and requested the President to proclaim Oc-
tober 9 of each year as ‘‘Leif Erikson Day.’’

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim October 9, 2003, as Leif 
Erikson Day. I call upon all Americans to 
observe this day with appropriate cere-
monies, activities, and programs to honor our 
rich Nordic-American heritage. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this ninth day of October, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand three, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-eighth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., October 14, 2003] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on October 15.

Remarks at a Reception for 
Gubernatorial Candidate Ernie 
Fletcher in Lexington, Kentucky 
October 9, 2003

Thanks for coming. It’s great to be back 
in this beautiful State. It’s good to see a lot 
of friends. I know something about the cul-
ture of Kentucky. I know the priorities of 
this State. I promise you I’ll keep my speech 
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short so you can get to the football game. 
[Laughter] All I can say is, thank goodness 
it wasn’t basketball season, because nobody 
would be here. [Laughter] 

I appreciate the warm welcome to this 
former Governor, and I’m proud to be here 
with the next Governor, Ernie Fletcher. For 
me, politics will come in time. I’ve got a job 
to do, and it’s my honor to lead this country. 
But politics is upon the people of Kentucky, 
and I’m here because I want to make it as 
clear as I possibly can: In the interests of 
every person who lives in this State, whether 
they’re Republican, Democrat, or inde-
pendent, the best man to be the Governor 
of Kentucky is Ernie Fletcher. 

I know him well. I’ve worked with him as 
a United States Congressman. The first thing 
I found out about Ernie is he loves his family, 
and he loves this State. I finally had to tell 
him to quit saying the word ‘‘Kentucky’’ 
every time he lobbied me on an issue. 
[Laughter] He cares a lot about people. He 
believes in personal responsibility, the dig-
nity that comes from hard work, and the im-
portance of a good education for every child. 
There’s no question in my mind this man has 
the right values to lead this great State. 

And I appreciate the fact that Ernie picked 
a good man named Steve Pence to be the 
Lieutenant Governor of this State. I picked 
him first. [Laughter] He was the U.S. Attor-
ney for Western District of Kentucky, ap-
pointed by President George W. Bush. I 
looked at a lot of candidates. This man was 
the best candidate for the job. I’m proud that 
he served as U.S. Attorney. I’m proud that 
he served as a lieutenant colonel in the Army 
Reserves. And I’m proud to be standing on 
this stage with the next Lieutenant Governor 
of the State of Kentucky. 

Ernie and I both married above ourselves. 
[Laughter] I’m proud to be with Glenna and 
the Fletcher family. I want to thank you for 
your sacrifice and service. Glenna, you’ll 
make a great first lady for this State, just like 
Laura has made a great First Lady for our 
country. I’m really proud of Laura. She re-
cently went on a high-level diplomatic mis-
sion. She went to Russia to help promote a 
book festival with Lyudmila Putin—by the 
way, came back right after that in Russia and 
hosted a national book festival. She loves 

books. She loves reading. She wants every 
child to read in America. 

And then she—before she went to Russia, 
she stopped off in France. [Laughter] Now, 
you may have seen the picture. I went to 
France. [Laughter] I had a nice reception, 
but I wasn’t treated like that. [Laughter] No, 
she’s great. I’m proud of her. I can’t tell you 
how thankful I am that when I got on bended 
knee and said, ‘‘Will you marry me,’’ she said 
yes. [Laughter] She sends her love and her 
best to all her friends here in the great Com-
monwealth of Kentucky. 

I also thank Ruth Ann Pence and the 
Pence family for working hard to get the next 
Lieutenant Governor in office. It’s a sacrifice 
for families when somebody makes the deci-
sion to run. It’s a team effort, and I thank 
the families for what you’re doing. 

In our midst is a man who you must send 
back as the United States Senator from this 
great State, and that is Mr. Jim Bunning. 
He’s strong. He’s capable. He’s the absolute 
right man for the job. 

Speaking about Senators, Mitch’s wife is 
in my Cabinet. That would be Mitch McCon-
nell, and I’m speaking about Elaine Chao. 
She’s done a fabulous job as the Secretary 
of Labor. Hi, Elaine. Need a ride back? 
[Laughter] Not much air rage on Air Force 
One, by the way. [Laughter] 

Two Members of the United States Con-
gress are with us today. A great Member, 
a fellow I remember campaigning with for 
my dad at his house, a person who has done 
a really good job for Kentucky—he is a per-
son who is a leader in the House of Rep-
resentatives, and that’s Congressman Hal 
Rogers. As well we’ve got another fine Mem-
ber from the House of Representatives with 
us, a good stalwart, a good ally, and that’s 
Congressman Ron Lewis. I know the current 
Congressman, soon to be Governor, is really 
appreciative of the Members of the Congress 
for coming tonight. You know him as well 
as anybody. 

I appreciate the members of the state-
house who are here. It’s in your interest 
you’re here, because you’re going to be work-
ing with a fine man as Governor. We’ve got 
the senator, Dan Kelly, who’s the majority 
leader. You’re fixing to have a great Governor 
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to work with, Senator. You’ve got State Rep-
resentative Jeff Hoover, minority leader of 
the statehouse. And I want to thank the other 
members of the senate and the house who 
are here tonight as well. Help is on the way. 

I know there’s a lot of other candidates 
running for statewide office, too numerous 
to name, but I wish you all the best. I thank 
your families for making the sacrifice. I also 
want to thank all the grassroots activists who 
are here, people who are putting up the signs 
and dialing the phones and licking the enve-
lopes. You can’t win a race unless you ener-
gize the grassroots. 

And we’ve got some fantastic leaders of 
the Republican Party who are with us to-
night. Ellen Williams, my good friend, is the 
chairwoman of the Republican Party of the 
State of Kentucky. My friend Cathy Bailey, 
the national committeewoman and the State 
finance chair, by the way, for the Bush-Che-
ney 2004 campaign, is with us tonight. 

But my message to the grassroots folks is 
it’s one thing to come to a fundraiser—and 
that’s important, don’t get me wrong—but 
you need to go to your coffee shops. You 
need to go to community centers and your 
houses of worship, and you need to say to 
people who haven’t made up their mind, 
‘‘You’ve got a good man in Ernie Fletcher.’’ 
You need to spread the word. You need to 
energize those folks. Find those folks that 
say, ‘‘My vote doesn’t matter,’’ and look them 
in the eye and says, ‘‘It does matter to have 
the right kind of Governor in the statehouse.’’

I appreciate Ernie’s priorities. The num-
ber one priority of any Governor ought to 
be the education of the children of the State 
in which he’s the Governor. That ought to 
be the priority. It’s Ernie’s priority. See, if 
you can’t get education right, there’s a dismal 
future for the State. It’s essential that you 
have a Governor who stands tall for every 
child. And that starts with having a Governor 
who understands the dire need to challenge 
the soft bigotry of low expectations. You’ve 
got to have a Governor that believes that 
every child can learn and is willing to raise 
the standards, a Governor who believes in 
the worth and potential of every single child 
in his State. And that’s Ernie Fletcher. 

You see, if you do not believe that every 
child can learn, then you’re willing to accept 

a system which simply shuffles children 
through the schools. And that’s unsatisfac-
tory. It should be unsatisfactory to everybody 
who lives in the State of Kentucky. It’s im-
portant to know whether or not the children 
are learning to read and write and add and 
subtract. It’s important to hold public schools 
accountable. That way, Governor Fletcher 
can praise the teachers and principals and 
parents in succeeding schools. And that way, 
Governor Fletcher can take the account-
ability measures and say, ‘‘We’re not doing 
it right here.’’ For the sake of Kentucky, put 
a Governor in who’s willing to work hard to 
make sure not one single child is left behind. 

Ernie talked about health care. Health 
care is an issue. It makes sense to have some-
body who knows something about health care 
as the Governor. He does. I’ve worked with 
him closely on key issues. We worked on the 
Medicare bill together. See, we want to make 
sure the Medicare system is modern, so sen-
iors have got choices. I’m not only talking 
about the seniors today; I’m talking about 
those of us who are fixing to be seniors. 
You’ve got to have a system that works. Let’s 
make sure we have prescription drugs avail-
able for our seniors. Ernie has been a leader 
on this issue. He knows what he’s talking 
about. 

And he and I know this, that for the sake 
of affordable and available health care, we 
need to have medical liability reform. For 
the sake of the working people of this State, 
you better have you a Governor who is strong 
enough to stand up to the trial lawyers, some-
body who is going to remind the people of 
this State that nobody has ever been healed 
by a frivolous or junk lawsuit. 

And that’s soon-to-be Governor Ernie 
Fletcher. We spent a lot of time in Wash-
ington talking about jobs. See, he and I un-
derstand this, that things might look okay, 
but so long as anybody is looking for work 
and can’t find a job, it means we still have 
a problem. We’ve got to work to create the 
conditions for job growth. The role of our 
governments is not to create wealth—Ernie 
knows that—the role is to create the environ-
ment in which small businesses can flourish 
to be big businesses, in which the entrepre-
neurial spirit is strong. 
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We had a problem at the national level. 
When we came in—Vice President Cheney 
and I came in—the country was headed into 
a recession in the first quarter of 2001. We 
were in recession. The economy started com-
ing around, and then the enemy hit us, and 
that hurt. And then we found out some of 
our citizens forgot to tell the truth. We had 
some corporate scandals. And by the way, 
there’s no excuse for that. They will be held 
to account. We expect corporate CEOs to 
be responsible citizens in America. 

We vigorously waged the war on terror, 
and the battles of Afghanistan and Iraq af-
fected the confidence of the American peo-
ple. We had an issue with our economy. I 
went to the Congress. I said, ‘‘The best way 
to get the economy growing again, the best 
way to make sure people can find a job is 
to return the people’s money.’’ I proposed 
historic tax relief. We increased the child 
credit from $600 to $1,000. We reduced the 
marriage penalty. The code ought to encour-
age marriage, not discourage marriage. 

We cut the taxes on everybody who pays 
taxes. We thought the fairest way to deal with 
tax relief was not to play favorites but to say, 
‘‘If you pay tax, you get tax relief.’’ We pro-
vided incentives for small businesses to ex-
pand, because Ernie and I understand that 
most new jobs in America are created by 
small businesses. No, we acted. I called upon 
Congress; this good man supported me. The 
tax relief came at the right time for American 
history. 

Now, I’ve watched him carefully. He un-
derstands what I know: When we’re spending 
money at the Government level, we’re not 
spending the Government’s money; we’re 
spending the people’s money. And you’d bet-
ter have a Governor who understands that 
in your statehouse. 

There’s another thing we’re working on in 
Washington to make sure our businesses 
flourish, and that’s a reliable source of en-
ergy. I look forward to working with Ernie 
on clean coal technology. I want to use the 
resources at hand. You’ve got some great re-
sources here in Kentucky. We’ve got to use 
them. We’ve got to make sure we use our 
technology so that the air is cleaner. But we 
need an energy policy for the sake of eco-
nomic vitality. And for the sake of national 

security, we need to be less dependent on 
foreign sources of energy. 

We’ve been working on a jobs plan at the 
national level, Ernie’s working on a jobs plan 
here in Kentucky. He knows what he’s doing. 
He’s got the right philosophy. If anybody out 
there is listening and is worried about their 
job, I’d strongly suggest that you make Ernie 
Fletcher your Governor. He knows what he’s 
talking about when it comes to job creation 
for the people of the Commonwealth of Ken-
tucky. 

Another thing I’m looking forward to 
working with Ernie on is homeland security. 
There’s a lot responsibility at the State level 
when it comes to protecting the homeland. 
Make sure you’ve got a Governor who is well 
organized, who can make sure that there’s 
a response mechanism in case the worst 
might happen, somebody who supports the 
first-responders, the fire and the policemen 
and the emergency service squads all over 
your State. I’m confident Ernie can do the 
job. I’ve worked with him on matters of 
homeland security. 

The truth of the matter is, the best way 
to secure the homeland is never to forget 
the lessons of September the 11th, 2001, and 
chase the enemy down, one by one, and 
bring them to justice. 

One of the big problems we had when we 
got to Washington was morale in the United 
States military was beginning to suffer. When 
we showed up, there was an issue in the mili-
tary. So I proposed strong defense budgets 
to meet the threats of a new era. Congress-
man Fletcher was a strong supporter of those 
defense budgets. And today, thanks to his 
support and the good work of others here 
in this audience, no one—no one in the 
world—can doubt the strength and the spirit 
and the sacrifice and the class and the tech-
nological ability of the United States military. 

Thank goodness we did strengthen our 
military, because we’re still at war. I knew, 
after September the 11th, one of the hardest 
things for me to do would be to convince 
the people that there was a new kind of war, 
and they had to be diligent and patient in 
order to do our duty, in order to answer his-
tory and secure our homeland. Ernie Fletch-
er got that right off the bat. 
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It’s important that our country not forget 
the lessons of September the 11th. The first 
lesson is the nature of the enemy. These peo-
ple are nothing but coldblooded killers. 
They’ve hijacked a great religion. They’ll kill 
innocent women and children and men. They 
care not who they kill. They try to create 
fear and intimidation. Therapy won’t work 
with these people. Negotiation won’t work 
with these people. The only way to secure 
America is to stay on the offensive, and this 
country will stay on the offensive. 

We’re making good progress against Al 
Qaida. I vowed that we would bring those 
killers to justice, and we’re making good 
progress. We’re teaming up with other na-
tions and, slowly but surely, bringing them 
to justice. About two-thirds of the Al Qaida 
leadership have either been killed or cap-
tured. And we’re after the rest of them. I 
know we’ve got a family here who grieved 
because of the bombing in Bali. The man 
who ordered that bombing, masterminded 
the bombing, is now in custody. He’s no 
longer a threat. May God rest your daughter. 
We have a duty, no matter whether the cit-
izen lives here in America or elsewhere, to 
be tough and strong and vigilant, to use our 
resources and capabilities to bring killers to 
justice. 

I also laid out another initiative that’s an 
important lesson of September the 11th. It’s 
important for those who harbor a terrorist 
and feed a terrorist and hide a terrorist to 
understand they’re just as guilty as the terror-
ists. And the Taliban in Afghanistan found 
out exactly what we meant. Because of the 
bravery of the United States military and our 
friends and coalitions, the Taliban is no more. 
The people of Afghanistan are free. Many 
young girls go to school for the first time, 
thanks to the United States of America. 

There’s another lesson involved with Sep-
tember the 11th, and that is, when we see 
a gathering threat, we must deal with it. You 
see, in the past, oceans protected us, or so 
we thought. We felt—thought we were invul-
nerable to attack. So if we saw a gathering 
threat overseas, we might decide to deal with 
it, or might not. September the 11th changed 
that calculation. The enemy can strike any-
time, anywhere in America with ruthless 
fashion. They know no rules. They know no 

bounds of decency. They kill in the name 
of great religion. And therefore, this Nation 
must deal with gathering threats when we 
find them. 

And Saddam Hussein was a gathering 
threat. He possessed and he used weapons 
of mass destruction. He was a brutal tyrant 
and dictator to his own people. We discov-
ered mass graves of men, women, and chil-
dren. He had rape rooms and torture rooms. 
Words cannot describe the tyranny of this 
brutal man. I was not about to leave the secu-
rity of the United States to the desires and 
hopes of this madman. 

But we weren’t alone. The world called 
for Mr. Saddam Hussein to disarm, to prove 
he had disarmed, not once but time after 
time. The world clearly saw the threat of Mr. 
Saddam Hussein. Last year, you might re-
member, we passed Security Council Resolu-
tion 1441. The United Nations said, ‘‘Mr. 
Saddam Hussein, you must declare your 
weapons. You must disarm for the sake of 
peace, or there will be serious consequences. 
Your choice.’’ He made a bad choice. Sad-
dam Hussein is no more. 

Recently, there was a report about Mr. 
Saddam Hussein’s weapons programs. If you 
read the report, it is absolutely clear that he 
was in defiance of Security Council Resolu-
tion 1441, that he was not only a danger but 
a deceiver. The United Nations was right to 
demand Saddam Hussein be disarmed, and 
the United States and our coalition was right 
to remove him from power. 

And we have more work to do in Iraq. See, 
we’re at an historic moment. A free Iraq, a 
peaceful Iraq in the heart of the land of ter-
ror will change the world and make America 
and our friends more secure. A peaceful Iraq 
in the heart of the Middle East will change 
the habits of countries that have spawned ter-
rorists. It’s essential we succeed for the long 
term. It’s essential we succeed for our chil-
dren and our grandchildren in developing a 
peaceful, democratic country. And make no 
mistake about it, we will succeed. 

We’re making great progress. I don’t care 
what you read about. Just ask anybody who’s 
been there. They will tell you that the schools 
are opening, the children are getting immu-
nized, the electricity is up, water is purified 
and moving. We’re making great progress in 
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helping this nation establish itself. The Iraqis 
want a secure country. They’re moms and 
dads just like you all are. They want to live 
in a peaceful, hopeful place. The market-
places are burgeoning. The entrepreneurial 
spirit is growing. And they’ll start taking over 
their own security. By the end of next year, 
we’ll have 40,000 militia trained so they can 
deal with the thugs and the criminals and 
the Ba’athists who long for Saddam Hussein. 

I talked to Bernie Kerik, the police chief 
of New York City, who was the commissioner 
there during 9/11. He went over there in the 
midst of chaos and set up a 37,000-person 
police force in Baghdad. No, it’s different. 
We’re making progress. This country is grow-
ing. I readily concede it’s still hard work. 
There’s thugs and killers who can’t stand the 
thought of freedom. Freedom makes them 
nervous. And so, they’re going to try to in-
timidate. See, you’ve got to understand, their 
goal is to try to frighten the United States 
of America. They want us to leave early. They 
want to inflict damage so that we run. They 
don’t understand our country. We don’t run 
from a challenge. We understand the stakes. 
We will stay the course, not only for our own 
security but for the peace of the world. 

I’ve received great support from the 
United States Congress on this initiative. 
Ernie Fletcher understands the stakes. He 
understands the historic nature of what we 
are doing. He understands this war on terror. 
It will be good to have him as your Governor. 
He has got a vision. 

I also know what he knows, that the true 
strength of this country is not our military 
might, however, or it’s not the size of our 
wallets. That’s not the true strength of Amer-
ica. The true strength of this country is the 
heart of the American people. We’re a com-
passionate, decent nation. It’s very important 
that you have a Governor who knows that 
Government can hand out money, but it can-
not put hope in a person’s heart or a sense 
of purpose in a person’s life. That comes 
when loving citizens put their arm around 
somebody who hurts and says, ‘‘I love you. 
What can I do to help you? How can I make 
a difference in your life?’’ You need to have 
a Governor who knows that amidst the plenty 
of this great State, there are people who hurt. 
There are people who cry for help. There’s 

homeless people. There’s battered women. 
There’s addicted people. And the best way 
to solve that is to rally the armies of compas-
sion. Whether it be at the Federal level or 
at the State level, elected officials should 
never fear rallying faith, no matter what the 
religion, to help people in need. 

No, the greatest strength of this country 
is the fact that there are thousands and thou-
sands of people who have heard the universal 
call, whether they be Christian or Jewish or 
Muslim, to love a neighbor just like you’d 
like to be loved yourself. Problems will be 
solved one person at a time, one person—
one conscience at a time, when our country 
gathers up the true strength, those who have 
heard the call, and help them provide the 
services that will save lives. 

Ernie Fletcher understands that the peo-
ple are the strength of this State. There’s no 
doubt in my mind he’ll make a great Gov-
ernor. And it’s my high honor to come and 
stand by his side and urge the good people 
of this State to vote him into office. 

May God bless you all, and may God bless 
America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:11 p.m. in Herit-
age Hall at the Lexington Convention Center. In 
his remarks, he referred to Glenna A. Fletcher, 
wife of candidate Ernie Fletcher; Lyudmila Putin, 
wife of President Vladimir Putin of Russia; Ruth 
Ann Pence, wife of candidate Steve Pence; former 
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; and Bernard 
B. Kerik, former commissioner, New York City 
Police Department.

Remarks on Cuba 

October 10, 2003

Hola. Sientese. Thank you for coming. 
Welcome to the Rose Garden. It’s my honor 
to host you for an important policy an-
nouncement. 

I’m proud to be joined by our great Sec-
retary of State Colin Powell and a son of 
Cuba, a graduate of the Pedro Pan program, 
Mel Martinez. I’m also pleased to be joined 
with other members who will be—of my ad-
ministration who will be charged with imple-
menting policy. From the Department of 
Homeland Security, Under Secretary Asa 
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Hutchinson is with us today. From the Treas-
ury Department, Rick Newcomb, Director of 
the Office of Foreign Asset Control, is with 
us today. Rick, thank you for coming. Assist-
ant Secretary for the Western Hemisphere 
Roger Noriega is with us today. Y por fin, 
from my staff, Envoy Otto Reich. 

As well we’re honored to have distin-
guished Members of the Congress with us, 
starting with the very capable and able Sen-
ator from the State of Virginia, George Allen 
—bienvenidos, Jorge—[laughter]—from the 
State of Florida, Congressman Lincoln Diaz-
Balart; y su hermano, Congressman Mario 
Diaz-Balart; Ileana Ros-Lehtinen; and Porter 
Goss. Thank you for coming. I’m honored 
you all are here. 

The Secretary mentioned to me that Bob 
Dole is with us. Bob Dole is not with us. 

One hundred and thirty-five years ago 
today, the struggle for Cuban freedom began 
at a sugar mill near Manzanillo. Carlos 
Manuel Cespedes, known as the Father of 
the Homeland, led an uprising against colo-
nial rule. Today, the struggle for freedom 
continues—it hasn’t ended—in cities and 
towns of that beautiful island, in Castro’s 
prisons, and in the heart of every Cuban pa-
triot. It is carried on by brave dissidents like 
Oscar Elias Biscet, Marta Beatriz Roque, 
Leonardo Bruzon Avila. 

Last year in Miami, I offered Cuba’s Gov-
ernment a way forward, a way forward to-
ward democracy and hope and better rela-
tions with the United States. I pledged to 
work with our Congress to ease bans on trade 
and travel between our two countries if and 
only if the Cuban Government held free and 
fair elections, allowed the Cuban people to 
organize, assemble, and to speak freely, and 
eased the stranglehold on private enterprise. 

Since I made that offer, we have seen how 
the Castro regime answers diplomatic initia-
tives. The dictator has responded with defi-
ance and contempt and a new round of brutal 
oppression that outraged the world’s con-
science. 

In April, 75 peaceful members of Cuban 
opposition were given harsh prison sen-
tences, some as long as 20 years. Their crimes 
were to publish newspapers, to organize peti-
tion drives, to meet to discuss the future of 
their country, Cuba’s political prisoners sub-

jected to beatings and solitary confinement 
and the denial of medical treatment. Elec-
tions in Cuba are still a sham. Opposition 
groups still organize and meet at their own 
peril. Private economic activity is still stran-
gled. Non-government trade unions are still 
oppressed and suppressed. Property rights 
are still ignored. And most goods and services 
produced in Cuba are still reserved for the 
political elites. 

Clearly, the Castro regime will not change 
by its own choice, but Cuba must change. 
So today I’m announcing several new initia-
tives intended to hasten the arrival of a new, 
free, democratic Cuba. 

First, we are strengthening enforcement 
of those travel restrictions to Cuba that are 
already in place. U.S. law forbids Americans 
to travel to Cuba for pleasure. That law is 
on the books, and it must be enforced. We 
allow travel for limited reasons, including 
visit to a family, to bring humanitarian aid, 
or to conduct research. Those exceptions are 
too often used as cover for illegal business 
travel and tourism or to skirt the restrictions 
on carrying cash into Cuba. We’re cracking 
down on this deception. 

I’ve instructed the Department of Home-
land Security to increase inspections of trav-
elers and shipments to and from Cuba. We 
will enforce the law. We will also target those 
who travel to Cuba illegally through third 
countries, and those who sail to Cuba on pri-
vate vessels in violation of the embargo. 

You see, our country must understand the 
consequences of illegal travel. All Americans 
need to know that foreign-owned resorts in 
Cuba must pay wages—must pay the wages 
of their Cuban workers to the Government. 
A good soul in America who wants to be a 
tourist goes to a foreign-owned resort, pays 
the hotel bill; that money goes to the Govern-
ment. The Government, in turn, pays the 
workers a pittance in worthless pesos and 
keeps the hard currency to prop up the dic-
tator and his cronies. Illegal tourism perpet-
uates the misery of the Cuban people. And 
that is why I’ve charged the Department of 
Homeland Security to stop that kind of illegal 
trafficking of money. 

By cracking down on the illegal travel, we 
will also serve another important goal. A rap-
idly growing part of Cuba’s tourism industry 
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is the illicit sex trade, a modern form of slav-
ery which is encouraged by the Cuban Gov-
ernment. This cruel exploitation of innocent 
women and children must be exposed and 
must be ended. 

Second, we are working to ensure that Cu-
bans fleeing the dictatorship do not risk their 
lives at sea. My administration is improving 
the method through which we identify refu-
gees and redoubling our efforts to process 
Cubans who seek to leave. We will better 
inform Cubans of the many routes to safe 
and legal entry into the United States 
through a public outreach campaign in south-
ern Florida and inside Cuba itself. We will 
increase the number of new Cuban immi-
grants we welcome every year. We are free 
to do so, and we will, for the good of those 
who seek freedom. Our goal is to help more 
Cubans safely complete their journey to a 
free land. 

Third, our Government will establish a 
Commission for the Assistance to a Free 
Cuba, to plan for the happy day when Cas-
tro’s regime is no more and democracy 
comes to the island. This commission will be 
cochaired by the Secretary of State, Colin 
Powell, and the Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development, Mel Martinez. They 
will draw upon experts within our Govern-
ment to plan for Cuba’s transition from Sta-
linist rule to a free and open society, to iden-
tify ways to hasten the arrival of that day. 

The transition to freedom will present 
many challenges to the Cuban people and 
to America, and we will be prepared. Amer-
ica is not alone in calling for freedom inside 
of Cuba. Countries around the globe and the 
United Nations Human Rights Commission 
increasingly recognize the oppressive nature 
of the Castro regime and have denounced 
its recent crackdowns. We will continue to 
build a strong international coalition to ad-
vance the cause of freedom inside of Cuba. 

In addition to the measures I’ve an-
nounced today, we continue to break the in-
formation embargo that the Cuban Govern-
ment has imposed on its people for a half 
a century. Repressive governments fear the 
truth, and so we’re increasing the amount 
and expanding the distribution of printed 
material to Cuba, of Internet-based informa-

tion inside of Cuba, and of AM-FM and 
shortwave radios for Cubans. 

Radio and TV Marti are bringing the mes-
sage of freedom to the Cuban people. This 
administration fully recognizes the need to 
enhance the effectiveness of Radio and TV 
Marti. Earlier this year, we launched a new 
satellite service to expand our reach to Cuba. 
On May 20th, we staged the historic flight 
of Commando Solo, an airborne transmission 
system that broke through Castro’s jamming 
efforts. Tyrants hate the truth. They jam 
messages. And on that day, I had the honor 
of speaking to the Cuban people in the native 
language. 

It’s only the beginning of a more robust 
effort to break through to the Cuban people. 
This country loves freedom, and we know 
that the enemy of every tyrant is the truth. 
We’re determined to bring the truth to the 
people who suffer under Fidel Castro. 

Cuba has a proud history of fighting for 
freedom, and that fight goes on. In all that 
lies ahead, the Cuban people have a constant 
friend in the United States of America. No 
tyrant can stand forever against the power 
of liberty, because the hope of freedom is 
found in every heart. So today we are con-
fident that no matter what the dictator in-
tends or plans, Cuba sera pronto libre. 

De nuevo, Cuba libre. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:03 a.m. in the 
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to former Senator Bob Dole and 
President Fidel Castro of Cuba. The Office of the 
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of these remarks.

Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 

The following list includes the President’s public 
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 

October 4
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 
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October 6
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, on the South Lawn, 
he participated in a state arrival ceremony 
for President Mwai Kibaki of Kenya and Mrs. 
Lucy Kibaki. 

In the afternoon, the President met with 
U.S. officials returning from Iraq to discuss 
reconstruction efforts there. Later, he met 
with former Senator John Danforth, Special 
Envoy for Peace in the Sudan, to discuss 
peace efforts in that country. 

In the evening, in the Cross Hall, the 
President and Mrs. Bush participated in a 
photo opportunity with President Kibaki and 
Mrs. Kibaki. Later, in the State Dining 
Room, they hosted a state dinner for Presi-
dent and Mrs. Kibaki. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Jon Robert Purnell to be Ambas-
sador to Uzbekistan. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Thomas Riley to be Ambassador 
to Morocco. 

The President announced his intention to 
designate Brian Carlton Roseboro as Acting 
Under Secretary of the Treasury (Domestic 
Finance). 

October 7
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 
The President announced his intention to 

nominate Stuart Ishimaru to be a member 
of the Equal Employment Opportunity Com-
mission. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals as members 
of the U.S. Section of the U.S.-Mexico Bor-
der Health Commission: Jose Manual de la 
Rosa, Lawrence Edward Kline, Tom G. 
Lindsey II, and Emma Torres. 

October 8
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 
In the afternoon, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with Governor-elect Ar-
nold Schwarzenegger of California to con-
gratulate him on his October 7 electoral vic-
tory. 

Also in the afternoon, the President met 
with Republican Members of Congress to 

discuss proposed legislation on reconstruc-
tion aid to Iraq. 

The White House announced that the 
President will attend the APEC Leaders’ 
Meeting in Bangkok, Thailand, on October 
20-21, and that he has accepted invitations 
from Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi to 
visit Japan on October 17–18, from Prime 
Minister Goh Chok Tong to visit Singapore 
on October 21–22, from President Megawati 
Sukarnoputri to visit Indonesia on October 
22, and from Prime Minister John Howard 
to visit Australia on October 22–23. 

The President announced his appointment 
of Kristen Lee Silverburg as Deputy Assist-
ant to the President for Domestic Policy. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate April Hoxie Foley to be First Vice 
President of the Export-Import Bank. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Gary Lee Visscher to be a member 
of the Chemical Safety and Hazard Investiga-
tion Board. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint William O. DeWitt, Jr., as a member 
of the President’s Foreign Intelligence Advi-
sory Board. 

October 9
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to Ports-
mouth, NH, where, upon arrival, he met with 
USA Freedom Corps volunteer Cathy Rice. 

Later in the morning, the President trav-
eled to Manchester, NH, where, upon ar-
rival, he met with USA Freedom Corps vol-
unteer Robert Perkins. 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
Lexington, KY. 

In the evening, the President returned to 
Washington, DC. 

October 10
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, he met with Secretary 
of State Colin L. Powell. 

In the afternoon, the President had lunch 
with Vice President Dick Cheney. Later, in 
the Roosevelt Room, he met with members 
of the U.S. Commission on International Re-
ligious Freedom, who presented him with 
the fourth annual report of the Commission. 
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Later in the afternoon, the President trav-
eled to Camp David, MD.

Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 

NOTE: No nominations were submitted to the 
Senate during the period covered by this issue.

Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 

The following list contains releases of the Office 
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as 
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of 
Other White House Announcements. 

Released October 6

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan 

Released October 7

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan 

Released October 8

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan 

Statement by the Press Secretary on the 
President’s upcoming trip to Asia and Aus-
tralia 

Advance text of remarks by National Security 
Adviser Condoleezza Rice to the Chicago 
Council on Foreign Relations in Chicago, IL 

Fact sheet: Preventing Domestic Violence 

Released October 9

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan 

Fact sheet: Building Momentum for New Job 
Creation 

Released October 10

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan 

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that the President signed H.R. 1925, H.R. 
2826, and S. 570

Fact sheet: Cuba

Acts Approved 
by the President 

Approved October 10

H.R. 1925 / Public Law 108–96
Runaway, Homeless, and Missing Children 
Protection Act 

H.R. 2826 / Public Law 108–97
To designate the facility of the United States 
Postal Service located at 1000 Avenida 
Sanchez Osorio in Carolina, Puerto Rico, as 
the ‘‘Roberto Clemente Walker Post Office 
Building’’

S. 570 / Public Law 108–98
To amend the Higher Education Act of 1965 
with respect to the qualifications of foreign 
schools 
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